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PREFACE 



The present study was presented to the Faculty of Bryn 
Mawr College in May^ 1912^ in partial fulfilment of the 
requirements for the d^ree of Doctor of Philosophy. It 
was begun at the suggestion of Professor J. B. Carter while 
I was a student at the American School of Classical Studies 
in Rome, in 1909-1910. I wish to express my gratitude to 
Professor Carter, and also to Professor A. W. Van Buren 
of the School, and to Professor A. L. Wheeler of Bryn Mawr 
College, both of whom read my manuscript and made a 
number of helpful criticisms. To Professor Tenney Frank 
of Bryn Mawr College, who supervised my work, I am 
under obligations for constant advice and criticism through- 
out all stages of thie study. 

Xi. R. T. 
Vassab Collbgk, 

December I, 1912. 
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INTRODUCTION 



Oatia, the port of Kome, waa situated at the mouth of the 
Tiber about sixteen miles from the metropolis. Under the 
name Ostia I include not only the original settlement on the 
south bank of the Tiber, but also the city, known as Portus, 
which grew up about the harbors of Claudius and Trajan 
two miles north of the river's mouth. Ostia was a city of 
considerable size during the second and third centuries after 
Christ. In the extent of its ruins and in the number of its 
inscriptions it is surpassed only by Rome and Pompeii in 
Italy. And yet its history and topography have received 
a relatively small share of attention. This neglect is due, 
at least in part, to the desultory and unscientific character 
of most of the excavations, and to the fact that, even when 
the excavations have been carefully conducted, the results 
have often been inadequately published.' At present, how- 
ever, great interest is being aroused in this site by the more 
thorough work that ia now in process there. Systematic 
excavations, begun in 1907 under the direction of the Italian 
Ministry of Public Instruction, bid fair to continue for 

*The earliest eic&TationB at Ostia, those of the Scotchman Gavin 
Hamilton and of the Englishman Robert Fagan at the end of the 
eighteenth century, were conducted simpl; in search of worka of art and 
WBPB Dever published. Excavations were carried on under various 
auspices intermittently throughout the nineteenth century, and acoounbi 
and discussions of them occurred in various journals, such as the 
Annali and JluIIctino dell'Inatituto di correapoHdensio arckeologica. 
Since 18TB accounts of the work have appeared in the Notieie degli 
Bcavi di intiehUi. 8ee pMchetto, Ottta, coZonia romana, pp. 4S£ S. 
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Z THE CULTS OF OSTIA 

some years.^ Very valuable results have already been ob- 
tained, and more may be expected in the future. A great 
service has been rendered archseologists by the prompt pub- 
lication of the finds by Professor Dante Vaglieri who is in 
charge of the work at Ostia. In addition to this, Signore 
L. Paschetto has recently published a comprehensive mono- 
graph dealing with the history and topography of the city.* 
Important contributions to these subjects have also been 
made by M. Carcopino * of the French school in Kome.^ 

These recent discoveries and researches have provided 
new and valuable evidence for the history of the city, which 
is still, however, obscure in many important details. Before 
proceeding to a discussion of the various cults of Ostia, it 
is desirable to outline briefly those facts in the history of 
the city which are essential to the understanding of such a 
study. 

According to a tradition never questioned by Roman 
historians, Ostia, which was generally supposed to be the 
first colony of Home, was founded by King Ancus Marcius.* 
Ennius (Ann. ii. frg. 22 V ^) and Polybius (vi. 2, 9), whose 



» Vide N8. 1907 ff. 

* Oatia, colonia romana, ataria e monumenti, Prefazione di Dante 
Vaglieri, in Diaaertazumi della pont. aocad, rom. di arch. Ser. n, Tomo 
X, 1912, pp. 1-593. 3 plans. 

*0n the port of Claudius, N8. 1907, pp. 734-740; on the mosaic of 
the barracks of the vigilea. Mil, 1907, pp. 227-241. A series of articles 
entitled Oaiienaia by Carcopino is now appearing in the Milangea 
d^ArcMologie et d'Hiatoire de Vticole francaiae de Rome. Thus far 
four have appeared: — ^I. Olanurea 4pigraphiquea, 1909, pp. 341-364; 
II. Le Quartier dea docka, 1910, pp. 397-446; III. Lea inacriptiona 
gamaliennea, 1911, pp. 143-230; IV. Notea oompUmeniaireat 1911, pp. 
365-368. Cf. also Lea r4centea fouillea d^Oatie, Journal dea Savanta, 
1911, pp. 448-468. 

*It is fortunate that the inscriptions have been published by so 
careful a scholar as Dessau. See OIL. xrv (1887), nos. 1-2085; 4127- 
4175; EE. vil (1892), nos. 1190-1233; ihid. ix (1910), nos. 433-570. 
Another supplement containing inscriptions of Ostia is soon to appear. 

*Livy I. 33; xxvn. 38; Dionys. m. 44; Cic De Rep. n. 18, 23. 
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source waa probably Fabiua Pictor, preserve the 

tradition o£ the early date, without meutioning a colony 
there. Fabius may have drawn upon a legend current in 
his day, or perhaps he found his information in the pontifi- 
cal records. But since the data for the regal period in these 
records had been composed entirely of legendary matter,'' we 
must conclude that the story of the founding of Ostia ia no 
more worthy of credence than the rest of the history of the 
kings, as reported by Fabius. The sum of our knowledge 
is that before the end of the third century b. c. a legend 
was current to the effect that the city of Ostia was founded 
several centuries before, though not certainly as a colony. 
In Cicero's day tradition held that Ancus Marcius had also 
established the colony, and Festus is the only writer who 
indicates that it was not established until after the founda- 
tion of the city by Ancus. Compare Festua, p. 197 M. 
Osliam urbem ad e^tutn Tihens in mare ftuentis Ancui 
Marcius rex condidisse et feminino appellasse vocabulo fer- 
lur; quod sive ad urhem sive ad coloniam quae postea condita 
est refertuT. 

This tradition of the early foundation of the colony at 
Ostia has not been questioned until recently. Vaglieri haa 
noted ^ that so far the excavations in the tombs on the 
present site have brought to light no objects which can be 
dated before the third centiiry, and that there are no refer- 
ences to the existence of a naval station at Ostia " before the 



' Enmann, Hheinitchea Museum, 1002, pp. SIT IT.; Cichoriiu b. v. 
Annatti ittu^mi, Pauly-WisMwa. 

'\8. 1910, p. SSO a. I; Bull. Com. 1911. pp. '244 f. Introduction to 
PoBclietto. Dp. cit. pp. xxn f. Cf. also Carcopino, Journal des 8avanU, 
1911, p. 467. 

* Vaglieri notes tbat the city must have been established before the 
institution of the quaeatoret etataiei in 267 B. C. CI. Mommsen, 
Romitoket Staalsreeht, U. p. 670; Herxog, Romiache StaaUverfattrng, 
I. pp. B23-8Z6, shows that there is do good reason (or calling the 
quaestor stationed at Ostia a qiiofafor claasUnit. 
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time of the Hannibalic War.^^ In attempting to date the 
colony^ some aid may be obtained from considerations of an 
economic nature. 

The tract of land that belonged to Ostia was confined by 
the Tiber and the Laurentian territory to a very few square 
miles of marshy or sandy land which was qxiite unfit for 
cultivation* It could not^ therefore^ have served the pur- 
poses of an agricultural colony. There are, however, two 
reasons why the site might have been desirable to the Bomans 
at an early period — ^first, the ease with which salt could be 
procured at this point, and second, the value of the locality 
for a port. Let us consider whether either of these reasons 
might have led Home to plant a colony here early in her 
history. 

Salt works were said to have been established by Ancus 
Marcius at the time of the foundation of Ostia. ^^ Since 
Home must have procured her salt from the region about 
the mouth of the Tiber ^' from the earliest times, it is 
probable that Home's object in seizing the region was to 
gain control of the Salinae. It is very likely that a village 
inhabited by laborers in the Scdinae sprang up here very 
early. The salt industry, however, though not privately 
owned, was controlled in early times by contract and not 
directly by the state.** Furthermore Borne was very slow 
to adopt a policy of furnishing state protection even to 
quasi-public business interests. The existence of salt-works 
in the region cannot therefore explain the establishment of 
a colony of Eoman citizens at Ostia. 

'^ Further evidence is supplied by a number of republican coins dis- 
covered in 1909. No coins were found which could be dated before 
254 B. C. Cf. Carcopino, I. c. p. 467. 

"Livy I. 33; Pliny, H. N. xxxi. 41, 89. 

^The salt works on the north bank of the river seem to have been 
older. Cf. Nissen, ItcUische Landeakunde, n. p. 643, 566. 

^f. Marquardt, R&miaohe Staatavenoaltung, n. pp. 159 ff.; Ros- 
towsew, PhUoL Supp. IX. p. 411. 
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The need of a port for Eome'a growing commerce is the 
reaaou generally assigned by both ancient and modem 
authorities for tiie early establishment of a colony at Ostia.^* 
And yet the indications are that until the third century b. c. 
Rome had little interest in commerce."* There is slight 
evidence that the Greeks had met Roman traders before that 
time. Moreover, before 2S2 Rome had been bound by a 
treaty with Tarentum which prevented her ships from pass- 
ing the Lacinian headlands — a treaty which could not have 
been signed by any state that had the least real interest in 
maritime commerce.'* Further indications of the same 
fact may be found in Rome's failure to build a navy before 
the First Punic War. in the relatively small amount of 
foreign ware dating from the early Republic as yet dis- 
covered in Roman excavations, and, finally, in the insignifi- 
cance of the coinage issued from the Roman mint before 
the year 268 b. c. In view of the facts, therefore, that 
very few Romans engaged in maritime commerce before the 
third century and that the state was always unwilling to 
incur public expense even for domestic, not to speak of 
foreign enterprises, it is difficult to believe that Rome for 
commercial reasons could have founded a cofony of citizens 
at the Tiber's mouth long before the third century. 

The original settlement in the neighborhood of Ostia, 
then, was probably made up chiefly of people connected with 
the Salinae.^'' Since the results of excavations indicate that 
the settlement on the present site is not of great antiquity, 
the suggestion that the original village may have been nearer 
to Rome than was the later city commends itself.'^ Perhaps 



"Dionj-B. iir. 44; laldoruB, Orig. xv, 1. Bfi; Jung, QeograpMe uow 
Italian, p. 31: Nissen, Italitche Landeikunde, n. pp. SSS-BCT. 

"On Rome'i (commerce cf. Blflmner, Privatltben dtr Rimer, pp. 618 ff. 

-Polybiua, m. 22. 

"ThU is the opinion of Vaglieri, I. c. 

" ThU BUggeHtion wkA made flrit hj Canina, DUtertationi deWaoead. 
pontif. di Areheologia, vn (1638), pp. 2KB. Cf. Dewau 0th. XIT 



THE CIJJ.T8 OF OBTIA 

FeatUB, in the passage quoted above, preserved the truth 
with regard to the subsequent foundation of the colony, even 
if he is too ereduJoua in adopting the legend about AncuB 
Marciua, 

Although it is impossible to determine when the colony 
was established here, general considerations enable us to fii 
upon a probable date. The recent excavations have made 
it seem likely that the present site was not inhabited before 
the third century b. c. The bold appearance of Roman ships 
at Tarentum in 282, in violation of the terms of the treaty, 
indicates that Roman shipping was assuming important pro- 
portions in the early third century. So far as we know, 
the earliest maritime colonies were planted at Antium (338 
B, c.) and at Tarracina (329), sea-coast towns which had 
fallen to Rome in the Latin War.'" The fact that in 317 
the Antiates complained to the Senate se sine legihus certis, 
sine magistralibus agere (Livy ix. 20) shows that Rome, 
still inexperienced in the management of colonies of citizens, 
had not yet evolved her later system under which duumviri 
and aediles were the regular magistrates of these colonies.^" 

p. 3, n. S, ReciMitly it has received support from Viiglieri, 1. c. But 
the theory of Canina that the city waa gradually extended along the 
river as the coast line advanced has not been supported by the results 
of the excavations. The present site seems to have heen laid out at 
the time of ita occupatiou along lines that held throughout its 
history. Cf. Carcopino, Journal deg Baiiints, 1911, pp. 46S f. 

"Cf. Kornemann, «. v. coloniae, Pauly-WisBowa, cols. 520 ff. 

** Beloeh, Der italitche Bund, 1880, p. 114, makes the statement: 
" Die Verfassung der See-colonien war im Allgemeinen der der Colonien 
lateiniHchen Bechta nachgebildet. Wie dort, so stehen auch hier 2 
Praetoren an der Spitze der Stadt, die sich e. B. in Cast rum Novum 
bis in die KaieerMit hinein erhalten haben. Die Fraeiorea iottU Vol- 
cano (lie) faciundia, die wir BpKt«r in Ostia fnden, scheinen eu he- 
weisen, dais einst auch dieser Stadt Praetoren vorstanden, weun auch 
in Folge der augusteischen Colonisation hier die Duum viral verfassung 
eingefdhrt worden iat, Dagegen in den nacb dem hannibatisehen 
Kriege deducirten Seecolonien haben sich die obersten Magistrate niebt 
mehr Praetoren genuint, sondern Duumviri." Beloeh'i ooncloiioD is 
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In 296 Rome continued her policy o£ securing the sea-coaat 
for herself by planting colonies of citizens at Minturnae and 
Sinuessa. Probably earlier than this, but not much earlier 
than 300 b. c, she saw the desirability of safeguarding her 
commerce and her natural harbor by placing a colony of 
citizens at the mouth of the Tiber, a locality that had long 
been her undisputed possession. 

At the time of the Second Punic War Ostia was already 
a walled town and a very important naval station." When 
in 207 citizens of a number of maritime colonies petitioned 
for exemption from military service, the request was granted 
only to Ostia and Antium (Livy xxvii. 38). Citizens of 
these two places were, however, required not to he absent 
from their towns more than thirty days at a time when a 
foreign foe was in Italy. But when these two cities with 
several others requested exemption from service in the fleet 
in 191, the petition was not granted (Livy xxxvi. 3). 

During the period of the Republic, Ostia had no harbor, 
and so ships were forced to land in the mouth of the Tiber,'* 



not supported by the facts. We ehall co 

the praetors of Vulcnn of Ostia. The . 

Picenum. which is known to have had praetors, is of very doubtful 

value as evidenee, since it is b; no means certain whether the colon]' 
y was established there or at the city 
Of the citisen-colonies supposed to have 
of the Gracchi, the only one which ii 
is Auximum, and the evidence for the 
a colony there (Velleius I. 16, 3) is by no means 
?ems no reason to believe that the citiien-coloniea 



of citizens of the third cen 

of the same name in Etrurii 

been founded before the tii 

known to have had praetoi 

establishment c 

certain. There 

were ever governed as the Latin colonies were. They were probably 

governed by duumoiri from the first. Moreover, there is no support 

for Beloeh's supposition that Augustus reorganized Ostia or that he 

altered the administrative system of the colony. 

"Carcopino (Jf^I. I»n, p. 165. n. 2) calls attention to the reference 
to the wall of Ostia in Livy xxvn. 23, 3. For other references to 
Ostia as a naval station cf. Livy xxn. 11 and 37; xxm. SS; xxv. 20; 



;. 22. 



. 44; Polyb. XXXI. 



. 11. 



• THE CCLTB OF OBTIA 

Indeed the alluvial deposit made bj the river, trtiieh hsa 
now built the land out three miles beyond ancient Ostia, 
had, as early as the latter part of the Republic, made it 
impossible for larger ships to croea the bar at the mouth of 
the river and reach the channel. Strabo (v, 3, 5, p. 231) 
described in very strong terms the disadvantages and dangers 
of the port in his day (ca. 20 b. c), and thought it surpris- 
ing that ships still came there. Caesar planned to remedy 
matters by constructing an artificial harbor, but his death 
prevented the fulfilment of the plan (Plutarch, Caea. 58). 

Long before the time of Caesar, Home had secured as a 
second port Puteoli, which, though about a hundred and fifty 
miles distant, commended itself because of its excellent 
harbor. Puteoli had first been necessary to Eome for mili- 
tary purposes during the Punic Wars. But it was undoubt- 
edly her growing commerce that caused her to establish a 
custom house there in 199 and five years later a colony of 
Roman citizens. Since Southern Italy was already in far 
closer contact with the Orient than Rome was, it is not sur- 
prising that Puteoli became Rome's emporium for trade with 
the Orient and especially with Egj-pt.^^ 

Ostia remained, throughout the Republic and early Em- 
pire, the chief port for the grain supply, and seems also to 
have been in closer relationship with the Occident than was 
Puteoli.^* But the superiority of Puteoli's facilities as a 
port is at least partially responsible for the fact that so few 
monuments and inscriptions of the Republic and early Em- 
pire have been found at Ostia. Though the excavations now 
in progress are bringing to light important remains of re- 
publican buildings, so far there is very little evidence for 
the history of the colony during that period and the early 



"CI. Chftrlw Dubois, Pounolet antique, Bibliothiqae d«* Ecolei fran- 
faiaea d'Athtnt* et de Borne, Vol. m, Paris, 1907, pp. es ff. For ft 
comparison of Ostia and Puteoli vide pp. 78 £f. 

■* Dubois, op. nt. p. 79, is probablj right in drawing this infennoe 
from Pliny, B. V. xix. 3. 
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Empire. The city seeinft not to have become important 
before the time of Claudius. 

Caesar's plan of making a good harbor was finally carried 
out by Claudius, who did not attempt to make the port at 
Ostia; he chose a site two milea to the north, which he con- 
nected with the Tiber by means of a canal. Here he built 
an artificial basin and constructed a lighthouse. The work 
had already been begun in 42 a. d."* Representations of the 
port on coins of Nero indicate that it was not finally dedi- 
cated until the reign of that emperor " to whose jealousy is 
due the fact that it was called Portus Aiigusti rather than 
Portus Claudii. Even this harbor proved inadequate to 
the needs of the shipping, and accordingly it was enlarged 
by Trajan. An hexagonal basin was constructed inside the 
port of Claudius and was given the name Portus Traiani. 
Considerable remains of both basins may be seen today. A 
fiourishing town with many important public buildings soon 
sprang up about the port, from which it received the name 
Portna.*^ 

Although Portus was two miles distant from the old town 
of Ostia and separated from it by the Tiber, until the fourth 
century the two cities were under the same municipal oi^ani- 
zation and had the same magistrates and priests. ^^ Ostia 
proper, far from decreasing in importance after the new 
port was built, became a large commercial city, with perhaps 
50,000 inhabitants." The remains of the city, which date 



■CaBnius Dio, lx, II. Ci. CIL. XIT 86. 

■ Cohen, Midcillea impiriale*. J. Nero, 33-41. 

"The best diacusaion of the rem&inB of Portui ia that of Laneiani, 
Ann. dell'Jnit. 1808, pp. 144 ff. I^nctani'B plan of the harbor of Trajao 
ia given in -Von. deU'lnat. vm. PI. sux. The excavatiana at Fortiu, 
which have not been continued since IS70, have been incomplete and 
uiucie&tillc. The moat fruitful work haa been that on the TorloniK 
Mtal«. On the port of Claudiue ef. Carcopino, SB. 1907, pp. 734 ff. 

■Cf, Deaaau, op. tnt. p. 8. 

"See Faachetto, op. oit. p. 167. 
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chiefly from the second and third centuries after Christ, 
seem to show that it was almo&t entirely rebuilt after the 
construction of the port. Inscriptions furnish much valu- 
able evidence for the history of the colony during this period. 
The emperors of the second century seem to have been 
particularly zealous in adorning the city. 

The population of Ostia during this period was largely 
of the middle and lower classes. Aristocratic Eomans, 
although they owned villas along the neighboring coast, seem 
not to have been attracted to Ostia. The commercial char- 
acter of the population is well shown by the large number 
of professional collegia attested in the inscriptions. Traders 
from the East who had hitherto flocked to Puteoli began to 
come to Ostia after the construction of the port of Claudius. 
When later Trajan's port afforded still greater facilities for 
landing near Rome, the Campanian city declined markedly 
in importance, as her northern rival rose.®® 

Most of our evidence for the religious history of Ostia 
falls within the two centuries following the establishment 
of the new port. This was the period when Oriental re- 
ligions were everywhere undermining the old Roman beliefs 
and religious forms. At Ostia, where there was more con- 
stant contact with the East than elsewhere, the old cults had 
a particularly difficult and often an unsuccessful struggle 
to hold their own. The most important Oriental worships 
were firmly established here in the second century. Christi- 
anity early gained a strong foothold, and the later history 
of Ostia and Portus is closely bound up with the history of 
the Church.'* 

•Cf. Dubois, op, oit. p. 81. In 172 A. D. the Tyrians of Puteoli 
complained of the decrease in numbers and wealth of their colony. 

'^The later history of Ostia and Portus is in many details obscure. 
See Vaglieri's interesting comments {N8. 1010, p. 106) on a recently 
discovered inscription of Ragonius Vincentius Celsus vir claris9imu», 
who seems to have erected a statue to Urha which was paid for by the 
inhabitants of Ostia. 



INTEODUCTIOW H 

The present study is, however, concerned only with the 
pagan cults o£ Ostia. The evidence for theee cults ia, of 
course, mainly epigraphical, and, as we have indicated, dates 
chiefly from the second and third centuries after Christ. 
Inscriptions of religious significance, while they are rare in 
the first century of the Empire, are, with one possible excep- 
tion, entirely lacking for the RepubHc.^^ In that period 
our only direct evidence for the religion of the city is found 
in one of the rare literary references which give information 
about the eulta of Ostia (Livy xxxii. 1, 10). Finds of 
statues and reliefs supplement our knowledge of the culta of 
the city.^^ Especially important is the bas-relief found at 
Portus, now in the Museo Torlonia, which gives a view of 
the harbor of Claudius.^* 

The most important evidence (or the history of the Church at 
Ostia is Bummarized by Dsssau, OIL. XIV p. G. See Paachetto, op. eit, 
pp. 177 ff. Evidence for the preaence of Jena has been found at 
PortUB. Cf. (bid. pp. 17Sff. 

"While further excavations will doubtlees add to the list of ahrines, 
it is hardi; probable that new cults of importance will be discovered. 
The list of the prieets of the colonj must be practically complete. 

" It is doubtful how far one maj venture to use the statues, reliefs, 
etc. found at Ostia and Portus as evidence for the cults of these cities. 
Statues of Venus and Bacchus, for instance, were used so much b; the 
Romans for ornamental purposes, that it is doubtful whether one may 
attach any religious significance to such statues discovered at Ostia. 
I( the interesting winged female statue recently discovered at Ostii 
represents Athena Victrix, as Savignoni believes it does (J.usoni'a, 1910, 
pp. 6Q tr, } , it cannot be regarded as evidence for the cult of that goddess 
in the port. The case is different with representations of Oriental 
gods. Many of the statues found in the excavations of the eighteenth 
century are in private collections in England (cf. Michaelis. Jncisnt 
Uarblet in Great Britain, index s. v. Ostia) ; others are in the Vatican. 
Since ISOO the finds, except for a few which have been placed in the 
small museum at Ostia, have gone to museums in Rome, the Vatican, 
the Lateran, and, more recently, the National Museum. Objects found 
at Portus have gone chiefly to the Lateran and the Museo Torlonia, 
I have not attempted in this study to make a complete list of statues 
of the gods found in Ostia and Portus. 

" Cf. Guglielmotti, Delle due navi romane aeolpite sul baaiorilieoo Ael 
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Remains o£ no less than eleven temples and of aeveral 
small shrines have been discovered at Ostia and Portus." 
Only the shrines of Mithras, the form of which is immistak- 
able, a shrine of the emperors, and the temple of Magna 
Mater at Ostia can be identified beyond a doubt. Various 
suggestions for the identification of the other temples have 
been made. Sometimes, as in the case of the so-called 
temple of Portunus at Portus,^* the identification has been 



Utiato Torlonia, Alt* delln ponl. Accad. dt Archeotogia, Beria n. vol. 1, 
pp. 1-61; Cavedoni, Bull. deU'lntl. 1B64, pp. 219ff.i Henzen, Ann. 
deU'Imt. 1864, pp. 12 S.; C. L. Visconti, Catalago del iluaeo TorUmui, 
no. 430; Inscription 2033. 

'The most important templs ol Oetia ia the Urge one on a high 
podium which wai long the chief landmark of the city, It hai b«es 
variouHly attributed to Vulran, Jupiter Optimus MaximuH, and Castor 
and Pollux. A l«mple in the centre of the ao-called Forum has been 
identified as that of Cerea or of Roma and Augustus. Four small 
temples near the theatre are perhaps to be identiSed aa those of Vsnun, 
Fortuna, Ceres, and Spes. 

At Portus the only ruins of temples which may be seen today aro 
thoBe of the large round temple to the east of the port of Trajan, 
which was identified as that of Portunus on the basis of a forged 
inscription. Within the estate of the Torlonia family another round 
temple, supposed to he that of Bacchus, was found. Altmaon, Die 
Rundbauten in Latium, p. GO, Bays of these temples: " Heute Eeigt 
keine Spur mehr, wo beide gelegen haben." Then he gives a summary 
of Nibhy's description of the so-called temple of Portunus, which fita 
excellently the temple now standing. Another small temple, of which 
some architectural fragments may be seen today, was unearthed to the 
south of the port of Trajan. This has not been idcntiSed. Within 
the so-called Falauo Impertale were found remains of still another 
temple which was believed to be that of Hercules. 

"Ligorio forged several inscriptions to Portunus which he claimed 
to have found in the round temple at Portus discussed above. Cf. 
CIL. XIV *16, *I7, *18. Portunus, who was the god of harbors, might 
naturally have been expected to have a temple in Ostia or Partus, and 
the words of Varro, L. L. VI. 19, have been thought to prove the exist- 
ence of such a temple: Portunalia dieta a Portuno cut to die aede» in 
Portu Tiberino facta et feriae imtilutae. If the words of Varro are 
to be referred to Rome's harbor, we must loolc for the temple in Ostin 
■inoe there was no settlement at Portus until after the time of Vftrro. 
It is very likely, however, that Vam> refers to m temple in Rom* 
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based on spurious inscriptions, but in other cases, as for 
instance that of the supposed temple of Jupiter at Ostia, the 
evidence for the identification is very good. Ko attempt to 
solve the problems connected with these temples has been 
made in the present investigation for which independent 
topographical study has been impossible. 



itself — and probably to the small circular one in the Forum Boarium 
which is now known as Santa Maria del Sole. CI. Huelsen, Di89erta- 
tfUmi deUa p<mt. Aooad, romana di Aroheologia, Series n. 1897, pp. 

262 ir. 



CHAPTER I 

Gbeek and Roman Gk>Ds 

The evidence for the cults of Ostia is so late that it is 
useless to try to distinguish between Greek and Roman 
gods. The various ciQts have therefore been taken up so 
far as possible in order of the probable date of their estab- 
lishment and, when this has not been possible, in order of 
importance. 

VULOAN 

Probably the oldest cult of Ostia was that of Vulcan whose 
temple was first in the list of those restored by P. Lucilius 
Gamala.^ Compare 375, 1. 21. [I]dem aedem Volcani 

^ Inflcriptions 375 and 376 which record the benefactions of P. Lu- 
cilius Gamala to the city of Ostia have g^ven rise to extended discussion. 
375, which is not extant but rests on excellent manuscript authority, 
came from Portus. The provenance of 376, which is now in the Vati- 
can, is not known. The latter inscription is approximately dated by 
the mention of a restoration by Gamala of baths constructed by divus 
Pius (after 161). The differences in the benefactions recorded and 
in the cursus of Gamala as given in the two inscriptions are aa 
baiBing as are the similarities, and have led to various explanations. 
The most recent is that of Caroopino: Lea insoriptiona gamalienneB, 
M^l, 1011, pp. 143-230, cf. bibliography cited p. 143. Garcopino takes 
the view held originally by Mommsen and later by Homolle, that these 
inscriptions refer to two different men. The later view of Mommsen, 
which agrees with the opinion of Dessau, is that the two refer to the 
same man, who lived in the time of Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, and 
Marcus Aurelius. Garcopino thinks that the first Gamala (375) died 
in the reign of Glaudius (44 b. c.) and the second (376) under Marcus 
Aurelius (between 166 and 180). Although Garcopino's dating of 
375 in 44 B. c. is not altogether convincing, his explanation of the 
two inscriptions has much in its favor. In the following pages we 
shall refer to 375 as the inscription of the first Gamala, and to 376 

14 
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sua pecunia reatituit. The chief evidence for the cult la 
found in the titles, peculiar to Oatia, pontifex Volcani et 
acdium sacrarum/ praetor ^ and aedilis * sacris Volcani faci- 
undis. These titles occur frequently in the inscriptions of 
Ostia, sometimes as a man's only title, and again in the 
cursua of an important member of the community. 

The pontifex Volcani et aedium sacrarum was the chief 
religious officer of Ostia." There seema to have been no 
pontifical college in the colony." The title of the pontifex 
apparently indicates that at the time when the pontificate 
was instituted Vulcan was the most important god of Ostia. 
This pontifex was in charge of all the temples of Oatia and 
Portus; his permission aeoms to have been necessary before 
statues could be erected in sacred precincts or gifts of impor- 
tance could be dedicated in sanctuaries. Compare 47 which 
records gifts made in the Sarapemn of Portus and ends 

AS that of the eecond Gtunala. It ma; be well to quot« here th« 
portioiu of the two inBcriptions which refer to the temples restored 
b; the GamBlas: 3TS, II. 21.33. [i]dem a«dem Volcani ma pecunia 
reatituit. [i]dem a^em Venprie sua pecunia constituit. |id]ein aed. 
Fortunae eun giecunia «onstituit, [id]em aed. CereriB sua pmunia 
coDstituit. lidlem pond«ra ad mapellum eum M. Tuiranio sua pecunia 
fecit, [idem] aedem Spei aua pecunia [eonsltituit. 376, II. 13-22, 
idem aedem Castflris et Pollucis rest, idem curator pecuniae publicae 
exigendae et attribuendae in mmitiiB factus cellam patri Tiberino 
refltituit. idem thermas quas divus Piua aedif[ilcaverat vi ignis con- 
BUmptaH Tcfocit. porticum repnravit. idem oedem Veneris impensa 
Bua reBtituit. 

■47, 72, 132, 324, 325, 352, 4146. DiSerencee in the abbrcTiationa 
and BpellingH of these and the following titles are giren in Dessau'* 
liatfl, OIL. MT p. 573. 

■3, 340. 300, 391, 402, 412. 415, }fS. 1811, p. 296. For praetor pri- 

*3, Sni. 375, 376, 300. 3SI1. The inscription quoted K8. 1010, p. 107 
refers either to an aedite or to a praetor. 

• Cf. Dessau. CtL. nv p. 5. 

'The simple title pontifeso which occurs only in the inacriptions of 
the two Gamalas, in 354, and in 4128 is probably identical with tha 
longer title. 
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with the words: Fenniesu O. Nasenni Maroelli pontificis 
Volcani et aedium sacrarum et Q. Lolli Bufi Chrysidiani 
et M. Aexnili Vitalis Crepereiani IL' vir(um). 824 records 
the permission of the pontifex for the erection of a statue 
in the Campus Matris Deum:'^ M. Antius Crescens Cal- 
pumianus pontif. Volk. et aedium sacrar. statuam poni in 
campo Matris Deum infantilem permisi (consular date 203 
A. B.). 352 refers to the erection of a statue of a priest of 
Isis, probably in sacred precincts, as is indicated by the 
words : locus datus a lulio Faustino pont. Vulk. aed. sacrar. 
The importance of the office pontifex Volcani et aedium 
sacrarum is proved by the fact that in two cases it is held 
by Bomans of senatorial rank (324, 325 of the same man, 
72). 

The question of the origin and duties of the praetores and 
aedUes sacris Volcani faciundis presents greater difficulties. 
There must have been at times as many as three praetors, 
for the titles praetor primus (806, 878, 432), secundus 
(841), tertius (376), apparently referring to the rank of 
the officers, are found. One occurrence of the title aedUis 
secundum (EE. ix 448) proves that more than one aedile 
existed. In three cases one man is both aedile and praetor.* 
The fact that in one instance a boy who died at the age of 
four years was pr(aetor) pr{imvs) sacr{is) Volka{ni fadr 
undis) ^ leads to the belief that the offices were sometimes 
honorary during the Empire at least. These praetors and 
aediles were frequently men of prominence in the colony, 
decuriones,^^ holders of important priesthoods,^* and, in two 
instances, Roman knights.^' 

»Cf. 325. 

'3, 376; 390 and 391 of the tame man. 
* 306. Cf. also 341 in which a boy of twelve yeare is prmsior 
dua, and is also a decurion and a Roman knight. 
"^376, 376, 349, 412, 415. 7f8. 1911, p. 286. 
«373, 391. NS. 1910, p. 107. 
'*341, 390 and 391. 
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There are two main theories as to the origin of these 
praetors and aediles, Eenzen/* who is followed by Be- 
loch '■* and by Paachetto,^" believed that they were the 
original magistrates of the colony and that, after they were 
replaced by duumviri and aediles, the former magistrates 
survived and were connected with the religious rites of 
Vulcan, the chief god of the city. Mommsen,"* on the other 
hand, held the theory that those officers were from the first 
religious, that Ostia had no independent government of her 
own for a long time, but was governed directly by Rome, 
who permitted her to have magistrates ad sacra.''' 

Both these explanations assiune that the magistrates in 
question performed the priestly offices of the colony from the 
earliest times, and that they persisted in this function after 
the duumviral system was instituted for the civil magistrates. 
This assumption is quite impossible, however, if Ostia did 
not become a colony until late in the fourth century b, c. 
If one remembers that the praetorship was established at 
Rome in 366 purely as a judicial and military magistracy, 
one can hardly believe tJiat a colony of Roman citizens 
founded afterwards, so near Rome, should have employed 
the praetor's title for the priestly office, or for the combined 
civil and sacred magistracy. Moreover, it is probable that 
the duumviral system of magistracies existed at Oatia from 
its foundation as a colony.'^ 

It is necessary, therefore, to find some explanation for 
these priesthoods which will more satisfactorily fit the con- 
ditions that we now believe to have existed in the region in 
early times. 



"Ann. delflntl. 1S5S, p. 197. 
"Der italiiche Bund, p. 114. 
'Op. eit. p. 117. 

"EE. m. p. 328; BtaaUreokt, m. p. 777, 
" DcBsait, CIL. xn p. 4, and Hug^ero a. v. aedilia p. STO, mMa both 
theories, and (?oine to no de6aite ntncIuaioD tn the matter. 
" See introduction. 

2 
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It is very likely that Vulcan was the chief god of the 
small village which, as we have seen, probably existed in 
this neighborhood prior to the foundation of the colony. 
This village, established as it was on ager Bomantis, could 
have had no independent municipal organization; yet like 
every pagus or vicus,^^ it must have centred about a common 
cult. The suggestion may be offered that the praetors and 
aediles of Vulcan were originally officials of that village, 
devoted primarily to the worship of Vulcan, though perhaps 
possessing certain supplementary duties. Parallels may be 
found in officials of other pagi and vici. The aediles of the 
vicus of Furfo, elective officers who were in charge of the 
temple of Jupiter Liber, had command of the sacred funds, 
and were allowed to impose certain fines at will and to 
dispose of temple property.^® A reference to aedilitas ad 
deam Pelinam in a pagus near Superaequum {CIL. ix 3314) 
is significant because here, as at Ostia, the name of the god 
is attached to the title of the officer of the pagus. The usual 
officers of pa^i and vici were magistri; ^^ aediles are found 
occasionally,^^ and an archaic inscription records queistores 
(OIL. IX 3849). It is true that the epigraphical evidence, 
which dates chiefiy from the Empire, contains no reference 
to a praetor as an official of a pagus or a vicus. But many 
of the Latin towns had praetors as chief magistrates in 
historical times, and if, as seems likely, the Latin tribe 
lived originally according to the village-community system, 
several of these towns must have sprung from vici. The 
use of the title praetor for the chief officer of a small village 
near Eome would then have been natural.^^ 

"On pagi and vici cf. A. Schulten, Die Landgemeinden im rdmischen 
Reich, Philol. 63, pp. 629-686. 

^CIL. IX 3513. In Campania during the first century B. C. the 
various pagi under their magistri even gave games under the care of 
the magistri fani. Cf. CIL. x 3772 ff. 

«Cf. Schulten, I. c. pp. 641, 665. 

"Cf. 8. V. aedilis, Ruggiero, p. 266. 

*The closest parallel to these officers of Ostia is to be found in 
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After the eetabliehment of the colony the praetores and 
aediles sacrin Volcani faciundis probably retained their 
priestly offices, though the titles were sometimes purely hono- 
rary during the Empire. The pontifices Volcani et aedium 
sacrarum were perhaps instituted only after the colony was 
founded. 

It is impossible to determine the nature of the cult of 
Vulcan at Oatia, Wissowa '* says, " In Ostia genoss Vol- 
canus eine sehr hohe Verehrung, weil fiir die Docks und 
Speieher der Hafenstadt die Feuersgefabr ganz besondera zu 
fiirchten war." But there are no dedications which prove 
that the god was so worshiped at Ostia, and, furthermore, 
it is probable that his cult existed before any docks and 
granaries were constructed, Carcopino ^^ sees in the worship 
" un culte qui plonge par de profondes racines dans le pluB 
loiutain passe des origlnes latines, un culte aussi vieujt, aussi 
etendii. aussi venerable que celui des Penates de LaviQium, 
do la Diane d'Aricie, de Juno Sospita a Lanuvium, un culte, 
enfin, quo Eome conqu^rante evoqua dans les murs en meme 
t£mps qu'elle le maintenait en son nom. au mieux de ses 
interets et de son prestige, au pays dont il etait originaire," 
Carcopino is doubtless correct in his view of the antiquity 
of the worship of Vulcan.** It is not impossible that the 



the praetor, aeditis, and laccrdo* Elnirioc, mentioned in % few inKrip- 
tions of the Empire. The tncrrdaa was certsinlf an old office, but 
Itonnann (ArchSol, Epigr. ifillh, aus Oriterreicli-Ungarn, 1887. pp. 
112 ff.) advtiDced the theory that the aediles and perhapi the praetors 
were fnrtituted under AugustUH. The Etruscan magietrateB seem to 
have officiated at a festival at VoUinii. Unfortunately verv little is 
known of the magiBtratea. Cf. Ruggtero, a. r. aedtlU, pp. 269-270. 

-Religion und Eullus der Romer,' p. 230. 

'MH. 1011, p. IBB. 

* Carcopino'a most recent statement la less convlneins. Cf. Compte* 
Rendvt, 1912, p. 104 (report of the meeting of the AcadSmit dta ill' 
MTipfioiu et belles letiret of April 12, 1912). In speaking of the rOla 
of Ostia in the Aeneid, Carcopino stated that Lavinium really had 
nothing to do with the story of Aeneas; it was the city of the Laurvntet 
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cult was connected with Ficana,^^ a city at the eleventh mile 
stone of the Via Ostiensis, said to have been destroyed bj 
Ancus Marcius before he founded Ostia,** 

During the Empire the cult of Vulcan seems to have 
decUned in importance. Though the praetors, aediles, and 
pontifices are frequently mentioned,^ we hear of his temple 
only once.'^ Ko dedications to him are known, unless we 
are to identify with Vulcan the deus patrius^^ of 3: Deo 
patrio Cn. Turpilius Cn. f. Turpilianus aedil. et pr. sac 
Volk. fac. sigilL Volkani ex voto posuit Arg(enti) p(ondo) 
XV. scr(i)p(tula) IX." 

and of Latinus. The city founded by Aeneas was Troy, which was 
situated at the mouth of the Tiber, the site later occupied by Ostia. 
The cult which was connected with this city must^ he thinks, have 
been, not that of the Penates of Lavinium, but that of Vulcan, as 
later worshiped at Ostia. 

''Cf. Livy I. 33; Cf. also the title maffiater ad Mortem Pioanum in 
CIL. XIV 309. See p. 43. 

"The view of Paschetto (op. cit, pp. 48 ff.) that the importance of 
Vulcan at Ostia is to be explained by the fact that he was the most 
important god of Rome at the time of the establishment of the colony 
can hardly be proved. 

"There is no evidence to show how these magistrates were elected. 
Garoopino {M^l, 1011, p. 188) believes that the pontifex was chosen 
by the pontifea fmunmut of Rome. 

"The frequent mention of Vulcan in the inscriptions of Ostia led to 
the identification of the large temple on the high podium as that of 
Vulcan — an identification which Paschetto is as yet unwilling to relin- 
quish. It is however to be noted that according to Vitruvius i. 7, 1, 
the temple of Vulcan should be outside the city walls— ear^ra fiMinim 
Yeneria Volcani Mortis ideo fono conlocori . . . Volcani vi e moenibuM 
reUgionihua et aaorifidis evocoio ah timore inoendiorum aedifieia vide- 
antur liberari. Vaglieri {N8. 1910, p. 13) believes that the temple of 
Vulcan is to be looked for in the region to the east where the older 
city probably lay. 

"^ Gf . mention of deua patriua in inscriptions of Puteoli, Misenum, and 
Cumae (CIL. x 1553, 1881, 3704), which Mommsen refers to the genius 
of the colony of Puteoli, and Dubois (op. cit. p. 40, n. 1) connects with 
the genius of the colony of Misenum. The genius of the colony of 
Ostia may be referred to here. 

"No statues of Vulcan have been found at Ostia. A bas-relief from 
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Oatia, like many other Eoman colonies, Imitated the 
mother city by building a temple to Jupiter Optimus Maxi- 
mu3, Juno, and Minerva, the great Etruscan triad who were 
worshiped on the Capitoline Hill in Rome. The existence of 
such a temple in Ostia is proved by the inscription (32): 
Pro salutem . . . Aug. ... A. Oatienais Asclepiadea aeditus 
Capitoli ' signum Martia corpori familiae publics liberto- 
rum et aervorum d. d. This temple was probably identical 
with the temple of Jupiter which Livy (xxxir. 1, 10) tella 
U3 was struck by lightning in 199 b. c. One dedication to 
Jupiter Optimua Maximua was found at Ostia. Compare 
23. lovi optumo maximo ex viso aram aedificavit P. Cor- 
nelius P. 1. Trupo meaor. prec(ario).^ 

The Capitolium at Ostia is probably to be identified with 
the temple whose high podium renders it conspicuous among 
the ruins of the city.^ This temple has long been popu- 

there, now in the Vatican, represeuting Vulcan, Cerea, and perhaps 
Neptune, probablj hsd no relation with the cult of Vulcun at OBtia. 
Ct. Paichetto, op. cit. p. 147. 

' Paachctto's doubta (op. cit. pp. 148, 363) aa to whether thia in- 
■cription ia originall}' from Ostia are hardly jvutified. Deaaau ni>t«a 
that the name Ostienaia Aaclepiades is mentioned twice in the album 
familiae publicair (no. 255). Aaclepiades was a libertus of the colony 
who belonged to the familia pubUea Hberlorum et Mtrvorum, and pre- 
sented a statue to that bod;?. It is noteworth)' Ibat Q. Oitiensis Felix 
(73). another freedman of the colonj, waa oedituus of the temple of 
Roma and Augustus. 

'Mommsen included this inscription in Vol. 1 of CIL. (1109), but he 
says o( it there, forlasse rudis potius quam antiqua. 

'This identification is favored by Nisscn. Rhcin. Jfus. 1873, p. 541; 
Kuhfetdt, De CapiMiis imperii Romani, 1S82, pp. 26-27, Van Bureo, 
Amer. Jour, of iroh. 1907, pp. 66-66, Carcopino, Mil. 1910, p. 403. 
(Here Carcopino states hia intention to publiah a study of this im- 
portant temple). On the construction of the temple eee Borssri, SS. 
IB93, pp. 191-193; Pawihetto, op. oil. pp. 363-364. 
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larly known as * tempio di GKove ' or * tempio di Vulcano.' 
It has recently been pointed out by Van Bnren* that the 
long base at the rear of the temple was apparently intended 
for three cult statues, and that the high podium, found also 
in the Capitolia of Pompeii, Timgad, and Lambaesis, se^xui 
to have been employed in places where the Capitolium 
could not be placed on a hill as at Borne. Paschetto * notes 
that the distinctive feature of the Capitolium was not the 
high podium, but the division of the cella into three parts, 
of which there is no trace in the temple at Ostia. But the 
curious form of the Capitolium of Lambaesis, the cella of 
which is divided into two parts,^ is conclusive proof that 
there was no definitely established form for the Capitolium. 



CASTOB AND POLLUX 

The temple of Castor and Pollux was restored by the 
second P. Lucilius Gamala: 376^^ idem aedem Castoris et 
Pollucis rest. An hexameter inscription set up by Catius 
Sabinus records the dedication in front of this temple of 
a relief or a painting representing games which had been 
held in honor of ITeptune and Castor and Pollux: 

1. Litoribus vestris quoniam certamin[a] laetum 
Exhibuisse iuvat^ Castor venerandeque Pollux, 
Munere pro tanto faciem certaminis ipsam. 
Magna lovis proles, vestra pro sede locavi 
Urbanis Catius gaudens me fascibus auctum 
Neptunoque patri ludos fecisse Sabinus. 

Catius Sabinus was consul II ordinarius in 216 a. d. He 
celebrated these games as urban praetor {urbanis fascibus 

•L. «. 

* Op. cit, p. 363 and n. 3. 

* Cf. Geell, MonumenU antiqu€8 ds VAlgMe, I. p. 144. 
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auctum), an office which he is known to have held from 
OIL. VI 864.1 

There is also literary evidence for this featival of Castor 
and Pollux at Ostia.^ In the Fasti Silvii for January 
27tli — and it is significant that this is the dedication day 
of the famous temple of Castor and Pollux in the Eoman 
Forum ^ — are the words : ludi CcLstorum Ostiis quae prima 
facta colonta est.* The games are not mentioned in any 
other calendar, though it is probable that they would have 
been given in the Fasti Philocali if the scribe had not n^ 
lect«d to fill in the data for the last days of January." 
More definite information is supplied by the Cosmographia 
lulii Caesaris: * [rifeeris] in duobus ex uno effectus insulam 
facit inter portum urbis et Ostiam civitatem, ubi populiu 
Romanus cum urbis praefecto vel consule Castorum cele- 
brandorum causa egreditur sollemnilate iucunda.'' We have 
seen that on one occasion the urban praetor Catius Sabinus 
was in charge of these games. It is therefore probable that 
in the Cosmographia consul is a mistake for praetor, and 
that the games were regularly directed by the urban praetor 
until the late Empire when the city prefect took charge of 
them. 

But it was not only on the occasion of these annual games 
that honor was paid to Castor and Pollux at Ostia. Anuni- 



' Cf. DeBBau on CIL. XIV 1 : Albert, Le Culle d« Cattor el Polltiis tn 
Italic, Paris, 18B3, p. 45, wished to identify the large temple on the 
high podium as that of Castor and Pollux. He thought its size and 
prominent position in favor of the identiG cation. 

• This inscription is the only evidence that Neptune shared with 
Castor and Pollux in tbii featival. 

• th-id, Fasti. I. 708. Cf. Faati Praenettini for Jan. 27, CIL. 1 ' p. 232: 
ae[dis Castoris et PolUucis dedica[ta est, 

• Ctlj. 1 ' p, 257, 308. 
•Ibid. p. 30B. 

'Often quoted as Aethicus. Riene, Qtographi hatini Minorei, p. 83. 
' This atntement se«ms to mean that the games were celebrated ak | 
Oatia rather than on tlie island. 
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anus Marcellinus xix. 10 tells of a sacrifice made in their 
temple bj Tertullus, the citj prefect, in the year 359, when 
storms had prevented the grain-ships from entering the port 
and Bome was threatened with famine : dum Tertulliis apttd 
Ostia in aede sacrificat Castorum, tranqvillUas mare moUuUj 
mviatoque in austrum pladdum venlo, velificatione plena 
portum naves ingressae frumentis horrea refersemnt. Such 
sacrifices were probably not infrequent and seem to have con- 
tinued until a very late period. Perhaps Pope Gtelasius was 
referring to similar sacrifices within his own memory when 
he said : Castores vestri certe a quorum cultu desistere nolvr 
istis cur vobis opportuna m^iria minime praebueruntf ^ It 
is not improbable that it was for such a sacrifice that Clau- 
dius went to Ostia in 48. Tacitus says that he went aacrir 
ficii gratia,^ while Cassius Dio explains his purpose as 
irph^ hrCarKcy^iv alrov}^ This combined evidence suggests 
that he may have gone to Ostia in circumstances similar to 
those of the year 359. However, since it is known that 
Claudius remained at Ostia for some time on this occasion, 
it is quite possible that his long stay and his sacrifices were 
connected with the new port which was then in process of 
construction.^^ 

It is apparent from the evidence quoted that the games 
in honor of Castor and Pollux at Ostia were not a local cele- 
bration, but were under official direction from Bome. 
Furthermore, it is clear that their temple was at times the 
scene of sacrifices directed by important Boman dignitaries. 
Even if the fact that the games were celebrated at the port 
is not enough to reveal the nature of the worship, the 
circimistances of the sacrifice described by Ammianus 
Marcellinus make it clear that Castor and Pollux were here 

* Thiel, Epx8i. Pontif. Rom, I. p. 603, quoted by Wissowa, Religion und 
Kultus,* p. 271, n. 1. GelasiuB was pope 492-496. 
*Ann, XI. 26. Cf. Fumeaux's note ad loo. 
^ CassiuB Dio, ix. 31. 
°Cf. Dessau, OIL. xrr p. 9. 
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worshiped as gods who had power to calm the winds and 
allay storms at sea. Such a conception of the Dioskuri is 
familiar in Greek literature where the twin gods often 
appear as the special protectors of mariners,^* Similar 
passages in Roman literature seem to be a reflection of Qreek 
rather than of Roman feeling.*^ 

In the cult of Castor and Pollux at Rome where these 
gods were priniarily the patrons of the knights, they were 
never, so far as we know, worshiped as gods of the sea. 
Throughout the Empire dedications to them are rare; '* not 
once are they addressed as gods who calmed storms or res- 
cued mariners." They are not known to have had a temple 
in any other port town.'* It is true that their statues seem 
to have stood in prominent places in the harhors of An- 

" Cf. passages cited by K, jBiele, Die Dicikuren aU Better eur Bee 
bei Qriechen and Bomem und ihr Fortlehen in ehrittlieken Legeitden. 
DisBertation, Tubingen, IDOT. pp. Off. 

" Cf. paesagea cited by Jaiile, op. cit. pp. 27 0. One ma; welt Iieai- 
tate to be as positive as Jaisle in explaining all these passages as 
representing Greek beliefs. To be sure tbe invoi^ationa ot the Dioskuri 
in the propemptioon of Horace C. I. 3, in Prop. 1. 17, 15 fl. etc. are 
most probably based upon Greek precedent. On the other hand, when 
Horace in C I. 12 — a poem permeated with Soman sentiment — dwells 
upon the services of the Rons of Leda as rescuers of the Roman ship 
of state (cf. Kiessling-Heinze ad loc, Hiemer, Rheiniaeke^ Mua. 1007. 
p. 240), it seems probable that he is using a mode of speei;h that 
would awaken associations with Roman rather than Greek worship. 
Nor is there anything unreasonable in supposing that Catullus 0. 4 
dedicated tbe pinnace to Castor and Pollux according to Roman pre- 
oedent. The worship at Ostia, as we have seen, was a stat« cult and 
could hardly have escaped the notice of these poets. Inscriptions mAy 
yet be found to prove that the Roman cult of the Dioafcuri as sea-goda 
was not confined to Ostia, 

"Cf. Vaglieri s. v. Castores. Ruggiero. 

"The Greek hexameter inscription of the third century from Har- 
•eilles, IQ. xn 2401 (quoted by Jaisle, op. cit. p. 15). in which the 
Dioakuri are referred to as r\uT-ipur cvr^pn 'AiuixXauii Onl is thoroughly 
representative of the Greek conception ot the gods. 

" Unimportant dedications were found at Vibo, OIL. X 38, and at 
Chullu in Numidia, OIL. vm 8193. 
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ooDA^^ and PutedL^* This indicate, howerer, an imitft* 
tion of die QreA cnstoni of adaining porta with their 
autues,^* rather than a special colt of the Diosknri at the» 



Therefore the worehip of Castor and Pollnx at Ostia 
to stand alone in the Boman colt of these gods as the only 
reflection of one of the most important aspects of their wor- 
ship among the Greeks. Bnt it is significant that the colt 
at Ostia was fosterEd bj the Boman state and apparently 
not bv indiridnak. The merchants and sailors, althongh 
they oonstitnted a large part of the population of Ostia, made 
no dedications to Castor and PoUnx, so far as we know. 
Xot one of the nmnerons inscriptions for the welfare of the 
emperors is addressed to these deities. Xot a priest of 
Castor and PoUnx is known from Ostia. 

We hape no means of determining when the worship was 
established at Ostia. The Bomans took their colt of Castor 
and Pollux from Tusculnm. where the powers of the gods 
over the sea were probably disregarded. In the colt as 
known in Sonthem Italy, howerer. panicnlarlj at Taren- 
turn. Locri. and Bheginnu the Diosknri must hare been 
worshiped as gods of the sea. It is quite possible that the 
worship was introduced at Ostia from Southern Italv when 
Ostia first became a port of importance, about the third 
centurv b. c. 



^Ib t^ Tiew of xht harbor of AnoDiia on the coIubb of Txajaa 
ffmm« of Caitor and Pollux suomI ob mii arch. CY. CidwriiiB, Dim 
Relief 9 der rra/oitMMlr, VoL m. p. IS. Taf. Lvm; Strata, JKow— 
ScuJptvre. PL LTL 

* Is the repreMotataon of Uie port of Pnteoli on tb/t raae of Odemiia 
the rro figizres nandiog on high eolumna are almoft certaiahr Castor 
and Poilnx. CI Dubois, op. cit. Tig. 7. pp. 19S f. 

*Cf. Betbe a r. Diosknri. PaolT-Wisaova, ooL 1096. Similarlj a 
■Utac of Xeptmie itood in tbe port of Clandiiu, thoi^ thert is n» 
crideaee for tbe cult of Xeptune at Ottia or at Fortoa. 
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LIBER PATER 



At Ostia Liber Pater is represented only by a dedication 
found in the Casino del Sale: EE. vii 1196, Sacrum 
Liber[o Patri?] C. NaaenniuB Hi [lams] sua [pe]cunia 
fec[it ob] iner[ita in] TJlpianum f[il e]t ob m memoriafm 
fi]li Bui. 

At Portus, however, hia cult was very important in the 
time of CommoduB and later. Hia temple is probably to 
be identified with a small round Corinthian structure un- 
covered juat to the north of the Casino Torlonia.' Nothing 
remains of it today. The basis for thia identification is the 
inscription (30), found in or near the ruina of the temple: 
Pro salute imp. M. Aureli Commodi Antonini Aug, Pii 
Pelicis Libero Patri Comraodiano sacrum lunia Marciane 
ex voto fecit. 

Three other dedications to the god were found at Portxis: 
27. Libero Patr[i . . .] sacrum Chryse . . . 28. Cn. 
ifaeliua Epictetns Libenim Patrem in aria sua consacravit. 
29. Cn. Maeliua Philetus lun. aram Libero Patri d. d. 

Priests and a priestess of the god are known from the 
inscription from Portua {10. xiv 925): 'A^i^ eiiaifivout 
oTrriJMj! Tpatavtjaltav oXhe, Upevi Upeid re 0tov fieydXov Aio>inr- 
<rov A. SoiiXXio? Aemvlhi^ Koi (vacat) koX '\av\la 'Vov^lva 
IwX wapatrrdTjj 'S.CKOvv&y* 

> Cf. Lanciani, Ann. dell'In»l. 1868, p. 181. " Anche il tempio di Bacco 
6 state rinvenuto nei recenti scavi al N. del casino Torlonia, lA dove 
Tedemmo avere esiatito i mngatiini vinarii. Gaso apparve rotondo, 
perittero corinzio, rilevato su d'un alto itilobute e riiarcito in periodo 
di mBBBima decadensa. In ud frammenlo deli 'architrave curvilineo era 
•critto a peasimi caratteri: Aur. Rutiliua CaMi1ia[nus." (CIL. Xiv 
666. ) The location of the temple is indicated on Lanciani'a plan of 
the harbor of Trajan. Hon. deU'Iml. vill. PI. XLIX. Cf. Altmann, Dx« 
ilaliachen KHitdhautrn, p. 60. 

■7n»fT. Or. ad res Rom. pert. I 385; c(. CIL. siv 4. It is not 
known where this inicription waa found, but the tact that it ia in 
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AxiothcT piifiBi of Liber Psser, mBmiaiiBd in m inw.iijiiJDii 
Irani Portofi. i£ believed Irr Csrtxipiiio to bsve beoi wrwwMiwiJi^ 
with a Bhriiije of tbe god in Same. Campaje MeL liM^. p. 
M2. 5jil[Tftjn[oJ sa^cr.] P. Lnaciiis S . . . ImnB liirr 
doE I>ei Xiiberifi Tac ) Patsdfi SonadienBiinn Rnv^T^n emeSD 
cui TTitigniif gratiafi ago ocmdneito aneupiarnnL Caraqpiiio* 
(xxmparee with J^(mai2ien«M, wbieii is an 2raf XeTi^ieHDr, Ihe 
niwn'lar forzDE Efictetimst^, TeUurenges, Orfienaes. CoaZsmim- 
<ieT«i»eir^ eie.. Qaed in inscaiptian£ of Sozne. -vrhih refereaooe id 
the inbabitantfi of rin' in ibe cirr/ £onai2sen»e« are, be 
believiee. inbabitame of a virus 'viueb look iie name fzom a 
Bbiixie or statue of Bona Dea within its limitB. and LnaciiiB 
was tbe prieat of a shrine of Liber Pater in that ricus. 



tbe organization of viei is anesUid only br one inseriptioai 
from Ostla wbidi gives tbe names of magigtri vicorum {ES^ 
iz 470 j, and since tbe cult of Bona Dea is unknown at Osda 
and Portus. Caroopino tbinks tbat this rirvs was moire pio- 
baU V at Borne tban at Porcns. LnBdns, be believes, came 
to Portns because of tbe bunting.' and, after be was sne- 
oesef uL reoorded bis tbanks to Sihraniis, possibhr in tlie 
temple of Liber Pater at Portos. 

Tlie argument of Caroopino is bj no means ocmvineing. 
Tbere is evidence, not mentioned bv bim. supporting tbe 
natural inference tbat Portus. as well as Ostia, was oiganiBsd 
into rid. Two inscriptkmiBy referring to a cv€tpa Tpmuiwt/trltm 
(IG. zjv 1^25 j, lub. Traianensium (4). prove tbe existenoe 
of Traianeruse^ in tbe port. It is significant tbat Traianen&eg 
are also mentioned in tbe same fragmentarr inscriptions of 
tbe citv-prefect Bassus in which EpiHeiinse^, TeUurtnees, 
etc., are named ; tbey were the inhabitants of a ricus of Rome 



ViUa AJbuii maJkcf it loem probable tbat it cmme from 
of the Torlosias. 

*L, e. pp. 343-34S. 

«Cf. tbe uueription of tbe citr-pivfeet BaMOB, CIL. ti 318SS, S18M^ 
aiSM. 

'6ee ditentMoa of SflTaoiiB. 
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Tchich was perhaps in the neighborhood of the Batha of 
Trajan.' SimOarly, in the inscriptions of Portua, the Tra- 
ianenses were probably the inhabitants o£ a vicus near the 
port of Trajan. Since magistri vicorum are already known 
from Ostia, the division of the inhabitants of the port into 
vici can hardly be doubted. Koreover the absence of evi- 
dence for the cult of Bona Dea at Oatia and Portus need not 
deter us from believing that a statue or a shrine of that 
goddess existed there and gave a name to a vicus. In Home, 
where excavations have been far more complete than in 
Portus, it is not possible to explain the origin of all the 
names of vici. Therefore it is not improbable that Lusciua 
waa a priest of the temple of Liber Pater at Portus, and 
that the temple of the god was in a victts of the city, the 
inhabitants of which were called Bonadienses. 

A religious association known as a spira Traianensium 
was connected with the cult of Liber Pater at Portus, as is evi- 
dent from the Greek inscription quoted above. The irapaardi 
there mentioned is perhaps a magistrate of the body. Many 
Buch associations, called spirae or thiast, were formed during 
the Empire,' At PuteoH there was a tkiasus Placidtanus,^ 
with which a parastata " seems to have been connected. The 
association at Portus, like one of the spirae at Eome, appar- 
ently worshiped Diana as well as Liber Pater.^" Compare 
4 (also found in the excavations of the Prince Torlonia) : 
Diana Tobena. lub." Traianensium, 

A statue of Liber Pater stood in a prominent place in the 
port of Claudius, if the bas-relief of the Museo Torlonia 

*Cr. Richter, Topographie der Btadt Rom, p. 32B. 

'Cf. WiBBow* 8. V. Liber, Roseher. 

•CIL. z 1683-1586; Dubois, op. eit. p. 134. 

• crL. X 1584. 

"OIL. VI 261. 

'*Momtnten (quoted hj Dessau) conjectured tub(ieeD). The con- 
nection of the inecription with the tpira does not seem abiolutelj' 
oertkiD. 



fftiAfBlhr pictoRs dial haibor. The bMTcKrf thfomnf oo ihm 
riAz^ a high pcdoud upon iriudi ituidi a mide ftatue of 
lAmjwas of a familiar HcQenine Ijpe." The god ia 
ercmiMtd with the fine and helds thettfrmt and a wine r ca e cL 
Beside him is a panther. Another DionTna of ezacti j the 
same type is represented on the prow of the largs boat in 
the foregroond of the bae-relief. while a head of the same 
god adoma the prow of the smaller boat. Gndiefanotti, ex- 
pliuning the enigmatical letters on the sail of the larger boat 
as V(ocixm> L( ibero) (2033 1. belieTed that the bas-rriief was 
a dedieadon to Liber Pater. The snegcstioiu thoodi tempt- 
ing, lacks support. 

A statne of Liber was destroTed in Portus in the sixteenth 
eentnrj. According to Volpi ( TeiuB Laiium, zl. e. 2) : bane 
statnam Besearion Trapezontins cardinalis Xicaenns. com sni 
iTiris fecisset. profani culms impiecatem detestatns in mare 
demergi iussic. 

The colt of Liber Pater was eridentlv Tery prominent at 
Portus in the time of Commodns^ for in the pro mluie in- 
flcription to that emperor Liber Pater bears the epithet Cam- 
mcdianus which is given elsewhere onlv to the emperor's 
favorite Hercules.^* We mav infer from the statne figured 
on the bas-relief oi the Mixseo Torlonia. which dates from the 
time of the Severi. that the cnlt remained important daring 
the vears following the reicrn of Commodns^ Indeed we 
shoul'i expect the cult of Liber Pater to receive special 
support from Septimius Severos who built at Bome a great 
temple to Hercules and Liber. ^^ the gods of his native Leptis, 

^ CAFcopino, I. r. p. 349. di«T«zmrdiiig the eTidenee for the identifiestiaa 
of the temple of Liber di«cu<seti abore. sees in the pontioa of the statue 
of the ^>i in the ba»- relief an indication of the loeatioB of his temple. 
The statTie seems to U? rerre^nti?^ as standi zur on the cost mole of the 
Clacdian harbor which, it is now agreed, passed OTer the summit of 
Mocte Gi^lio. Cf. Carcopino. .Y^?. 1907. p. 736. The dtdicstioa ta 
SihraBixs bv Lnscias was found on Moate Ginlio. 

^Cf. i. T. Commodns. Rng^ero. 

*C1 Cassins Dio, Lxxn. 16, 3. 
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and had representations of them with the inscriptions Dis 
Auspicibus, Dis PatrHs, struck on his coins.'" 

Wiasowa " has ahown that Liber as worshiped at Portus 
was probably an orgiastic Oriental god who appropriated the 
name of the established Roman deity. The cult of this god 
was prominent also at Rome and Puteoli. With it were 
associated spirae and thtast which celebrated mysteries of the 
god, perhaps not unlike those suppressed in 186 b. c. The 
importance of this cult in Roman porta and the use of Greek 
in inscriptions of these spirae are further evidence for the 
foreign origin of the worship. 



VENDS, FOSTUNA, CKKES, SPE8 

The first P. Lucilius Gamala, who, as we have aeen, 
restored (restituit) the temple of Vulcan, also built (cotv- 
stituii) temples of Venus, Fortuna, Ceres, and Spes,* The 
temple of Venus was restored by the second Gamala (the 
word restituit is used). There is very little other evidence 
for these four cults from Oatia — none at all, indeed, for that 
of Spes. 

Other dedications to Tortona from Oetia seem to have no 
connection with the temple of the goddess. She is grouped 
with a number of other deities, among them, Invictus deus 
Sol, in a dedication discovered recently,- From Portus 
comes the inscription (6): Fortimae domesticae sanctae 

"Cf. K. Peter B, v. Hercules. Roscher, 1. col. S9S2-2ge3i Coben, 
MtdailUa Imp^rialea.' Septimius Severug, 112-122. 

" L. p. Cf. also Heligion vnd Kvltua,' p. 303: Dubois, op. cit. p. 137; 
Mil. 1902. p. 27. Duboia attempts to date the revival of these Diony- 
alac mj'Bteries at Portus from the term Traianen»e». tibicli he tbinks 
indicates that the inBcripUona arc of the time of Trajan. 

'37S, .176. See p. 14, n. 1, 

■ BE. DC. 440. Quoted p. 92. 
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ara pro salute et reditu L. Septimi Severi Pertinacis Aug. 
[et D. Clodi] Septi[mi Albini Caeaaris] L. Valerius Fronti- 
nua cob. II. vigil, sua pecunia poBuit cum suis etc. In 
the latrina of tlie barracks of tbe vigiles a small shrine of 
Fortuna Saucta was discovered. On a marble cippus which 
was affixed to the pavement of the room was the inscription 
(NS. 1911, p. 209): C. Valerius Mjron b(ene)f(iciariu8) 
pr(aefecti) coh(ortis) III. vig(ilunij Fortunae Sanctae v. s. 

1. a. Here too on an aedicula which was affixed to the wall 
was found the inscription (ibid. p. 210), Fortunae sanet. 
Vaglieri has noted that this discovery proves that a pas- 
sage in Clement of Alexandria is to be taken literally. 
(Protrept. iv. 51).' 

Ceree, who was naturally looked to as the protectresa of 
the grain industry, was worshiped by several of the collegia. 
Tbe measurers of grain were called mensores frumentarii 
Cereris Aug. (409). Quinquennalcs of three related col- 
leges dedicated a marble well-head to Ceres and the Nympha: 

2. Monitu sanctissimae Cereris et Nymphanmj hie pnteus 
f actus omni sumptu. C. CaeciH Onesirai patro. et qq. 
p(er)p(etui) c(orporis) m(en8orum) adiutor. et L. Hor- 
tensi Galli qq. nauticariorum et N. Treboni Eutyehetis qq. 
II, acceptorum, (consular date 197 a. d.). Lanciani * 
suggested that, since the Forum seems to have been sur- 
rounded with the offices of corporations devoted to the grain 
industry, the temple in the centre of the Forum may have 

'Three atatues of Fortona have been found at OetiA. One, discoTered 
by Fagan near the Torre Bovacciana, is now in the Vatican. Cf. Ame- 
lung, Sc. des Vat. ilus. Vol. i. p. 101, Braccio Naovo S6. For the 
second cf. KB. 1888, p. 739 and PaBchetto, op. cit. p. 153, Fig. 28. 
Another statue is cited p. 152. On one of the walls in the so-called 
headquarters of merworn near the targe temple is a Email aedieuta in 
which there is a representation of Fortuna, who was doubtless looked 
to aa the protectress of the grain merchants. Cf. Paschetto, op. eit. 
p. 316, Fig. 77; Carcopino, Hit. 1910, p. 426. 

*y8. 1881, p. 114. Excavations now in progresB at this temple may 
aettle its identity. 



b. 



OBEEK AND SOMAN QODS 33 



been that of Ceres. There seems, however, little ground 

for the identification." 

luticriptions record the dedication of a statue of Venus 
to Isis and Bubastia (21 add,), and the erection of a statue 
of the goddess on the sarcophagus of a young girl, Arria 
Maximina (610). Several statues of Venus have been found 
at Ostia, among which may be mentioned the beautiful 
Townley Venus of the British Museum. ° 

But there Is evidence for the identification of the temple 
of Venus which the first Gamala constituit and the second 
restituit. A marble altar bearing the inscription (4127) 
Veneri sacriun was found in a small temple near the theatre, 
This temple is on the same base with three other temples 
of almost equal size.'' Van Euren * and, more recently, 
Carcopino ^ have suggested that these three shrines are to be 
identified as those of Fortuna, Ceres, and Spea which are 
mentioned in the same terms as the temple of Venus in the 
inscription of the first P. Liicilius Gamala. Van Buren, 
who follows Mommsen in believing that 375 and 376 refer 
to one man who lived in the time of Hadrian, thinks that 
constituit of 375 is equivalent to restituit of 376. From 
the style of the construction of the temples he comes to the 
conclusion that they were built in the first century b. c. 
and restored in the second century after Christ. Carco- 
pino, who dates the Gamala of 375 in the first century 
after Christ and the Gamala of 376 in the second century, 
would distinguish between consliluit and restituit in the 
two inscriptions; he believes that the temples were built 
by one man and restored by the other. To hia mind the 

' CIL. XIV 4146 can hBrdl7 be related to the oult of Ceres. 

•Foand by Gavin Hamilton in 1775. Cf. Jour, of Bellenic SIvdim, 
XSi. p. 316; A. H. Smith, Catalogue of Sculpture in British Maaeum, 
Vol. m. no. 1574. 

^VS. 1886, pp. 127 and 164; Rom. Uitth. i. p. 184. 

Miner. Jovr. of iroh. 1907, pp. 55-66. 

*ail. 11)11, pp. 224-230. 
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style of the construction is in accord with the view that 
the temples were built in the time of Augustus and re- 
stored under Hadrian. He notes that the temples adjoined 
a private house, which, he suggests, may have belonged to 
Oamala. Since the publication of Carcopino's article, ex- 
cavations have laid bare a tufa foundation of republican date 
under these temples.^** This discovery supports Van Buren's 
dating rather than Carcopino's. Carcopino's suggestion, 
however, that the house may have belonged to Gamala is 
favored by a fragmentary inscription found behind the 
temples: Paren . . . Lucil[i]us G[ama]la filius . . . f . 

This identification does not seem improbable. The cults 
of Venus, Fortima, Ceres, and Spes were not prominent in 
the colony, and the four temples could not have been dedi- 
cated to any of the more important gods of Ostia. Yet if 
these shrines are referred to in 375, it is strange that the 
list of temples is interrupted by the statement that Gamala 
fecit pondera ad macellum. The excavations at the temples 
are being continued, and further evidence for their identifi- 
cation may be forthcoming. 



PATEB TIBEBINUS 



It is fitting that there should have been a shrine of Father 
Tiber at the river's mouth where the god appeared to Aeneas 
and foretold the greatness of Eome.^ The sanctuary is men- 
tioned in the inscription of the second Gamala: 376, 11. 
14-17. Idem curator pecuniae publicae exigendae et attri- 
buendae in comitiis factus cellam Patri Tiberino restituit. 
Gamala restored this shrine not at his own expense, but 

^^"SB, 1011, pp. 198-100. Garcopino published some additional notes 
regarding these discoveries in M41. 1911, p. 368. 

Men. vm. 11. 31 ff. Of. Garcopino, M4i, 1011, p. 155; Wissowa, 
Religion und Kultus,' p. 225. 
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from the public moneys. The god is represented in relief 
on the altar of SilvaniiB from Ostia, which may have been 
intended originally as a dedication to Pater Tiberinus.* On 
the coina of Nero which represent the harbor of Claudius a 
statue of the god stands at the point where the canal flows 
into the harbor.^ 



QEHI08 COLOHIAB OSTIEHSIITU 

Two dedications to the genius of the colony are known 
from Oatia: 8. Genio Coloniae Ostiensium M. Cornelius 
Epagathus curat. Augustal. etc. 9. [Ge]nio [col.] Ostien- 
sis [8a]criim [Tijmotheua . . . domua . . . posuit. A priest 
of the cult was a Eoman knight: 373. L. Licinio L. fil. Pal. 
Herodi equit. Rom. decuriali decuriae viatoriae equestris cos. 
decurioni quinquennali duumviro sacerdoti geni col. flam. 
Kom. et Aug. curat, oper. pub[l.] quaestori aer. aedili flam, 
divi Severi sodali Amlensi praet. prim, sac, Volk. faciu. 
ordo Augustal. optimo eivi ob merita. Another Koman 
knight, mentioned in the fragmentary inscription EE. vu 
1227, was probably also a priest of the genius. Compare 11. 
6 ff. Eutyche[ti] lun. eq. K. [sac. gen.?'] col. Ost. flam, 
divi Ma[rci] .. sodal. A[ml] etc. 

The genius of the colony is perhaps to be recognized in 
the male figure which is represented standing on a pedestal 
in the centre of the bas-relief of the Museo Torlonia.' This 



' See discUBSion of Silvanua. 

'Cr. Cohen, Nen) 33-38; Van Bureu. Journal of Roman SlurfiVs, 1911, 
p. 194, n. 2. 

'I^ncUni, who first publislied this inBcription, and Desaau do not 
flU out tliiB line. Though it is impossible to tell how ninny letters 
are miBsing, there are certainly enough to make this reading poHsible. 
Moreover there seems to be a marked simi1arit7 in the order of the 
priesthoods in this inscription and in that of Herodes. 

'See p. 11. There have been various interpretations of this figure 
and of the other male figure on a pedestal to the eitrNoe left of the 
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flguTe, which is dad in an himation and holds a wreath and 
a eamucopia, is very similar to that on the coins of P. Cor- 
nelius Lentulus Marcellinus,^ representing the Gtenius of the 
Boman people crowning the goddess Boma. 



HEBGITLSS 

Hercules is represented by two inscriptions from Ostia. 
In one of these he is invoked with Silvanus (17). The 
other inscription^ [Her]c August., is on a relief which 
represents a head of Hercules.^ It was unearthed between 
the Via della Fontana and the theatre in the excavations 
of 1909. 

At Portus the cult of Hercules may have been more im- 
portant, for a pro salute inscription to Septimius Severus 
whose name is in an erasure, probably of that of Commodus, 
was discovered there. Compare 16: Pro [salute?] imp. 
. . . Caes. Aug. Nostri L. Septimi Severi Pertinacis Herculi 
numini sancto cum basi marmorata acceptatoribus et terraris 
C, Sentius Portesis s. p. d. d. Another dedication was made 
by a soldier: 13. ... Herculi [C]assius Ligus trib. ooh. 
IIII. vigil, d. d. curam agenti[bus] Valerio Frontin[o o 
co]h. II. vigil, et Vario Fuficiano . . . . rio Leone Aemilio 
Catullino . . o agentibus. 

According to Fea, a temple which was identified as that 
of Hercules, apparently by the discovery of a fragmentary 

bas-relief. This second figure is clad in a toga and also holds a wreath 
and a cornucopia. On his head is a crown which is a small model of 
the pharus represented in the relief. Henzen suggests that the figure 
in the tunic may represent the genius of the port, and the other one 
Bonus Eventus (cf. Bull, delVInst, 1864, p. 221), and Guglielmotti 
proposes the Annona and the Genius Abundantiae {op. cii, p. 16). The 
figure in the tunic may very well be the genius of the port. 

'Cf. Babelon, Monnaies de la R^uhlique romaine, I. p. 401. 

» NS. 1910, p. 100, Fig. 7. 
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etatne of the god in its ruina, was unearthed in Portus ia 
1794.^ It was covered up, but was excavated a second time 
in 1867.* Since, however, the inBcriptions furnish no proof 
of the existence of a temple of Hercules, the identification 
seema very doubtful.* 



BILVANUS 

At Ostia as elsewhere there was no public temple of 
Silvanus, but small private shrines in his honor were nu- 
merous. Altars were dedicated to him by men from the 
lower classes who were often members of the familta 
Caesaris.^ Compare 49 (Portus). Silvano sac. T. Flavius 
Aug. lib. Primigenius tabularius adiutor. 52. Silvano sane, 
sac. Dorotheus Aug. lib. proc. massae Marian. 8. d. d. 50. 
Silvano 8[ac(mm)] Successus Agathemer[i] imp. T. Cae- 



* Ct. Fea, Viaggio ad Ostia, p. 30. " OH avaiui d'un tempio tfEreols 
furono trovati net audetto anno 1704, a piccola distanza dalt'orlo del 
porto. colla statua di lui frantiimata. e molti residui di comici, e altrl 
nembri di nrchiUttura." Cf. Kibby, Contomi di Roma, n. p. 158. 

'Cf. LBnciani, inn. deU'Insi. 1S68, p. 172. "AntOie il tempio dl 
Ercole chlueo nel perimetro del palazzo fu nuovamente st«rrato nel 
paasato marzo, ritraendone ropchi di colonne, capitelli di flno intaglio, 
e tre ba«i di m. 0, BO di diametro." The temple is not indicated on 
Lanciani's plan of the harbor. Hon, deU'Inst. vni. Tav. elix. 

" Four groups, repreienti^g Hercules with the Thracian DiomedeB, 
with the Er^'manthian boar, with Geryon. and with Cerbema, dio- 
eoTered in the exravntiotiR ot Gavin Hamilton at Oatia, are now ia 
the Sala degli animal! of the Vatican. Cf. Amelung, Sc. d. Vat. Mut. 
II. Sala degli animali, nos. 137, 141, 208, 213, Taf. 34, Another group 
representing Hercules and Telephus is in the Museo Torlonia (no. 38S). 
Cf. Reinach. Repertoire de la atatiiaire grecque r.t romaint, ii. p. 233. 
A fragmentary atatue of the god ia in the Lateran. Cf. Benndorf and 
Behoene. Die antiken BUdtrerke rfes Lateran. ifuspums, No. 688. 
However, the frequency of repreeentatione ot Hercules in Roman art 
makes it impoisible to attach any special religioui aigniflcance to these 
finds. 

' Cf. R. Peter e. v. Silvanua, Roscher, col. 883. 
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saris Aug. ser. [p]atemi vicarius [y]otuxn posuit Perhaps 
the same Agathemerus made the dedication (48) : Sil[vaiio] 
sac [rum] Agat[hemeru8 ?] fe[eit ?]. A freedman of a f reed- 
man of the imperial household dedicated to Silvanus the 
beautiful altar in the National Museum in Rome, which was 
found behind the stage of the theatre at Ostia,* On the 
narrow upper projection of the front face of the altar is the 
inscription (61): [A] ram sac[omari ad Anno?] nam Aug. 
genio [coUegii ?] sacomar ; lower down on this face : P. Aelius 
Trophimi Aug. 1. proc. prov. Cretae lib, Syneros et Trophi- 
mus et Aelianus fili; on the lower projection: decurionum 
decreto. The dedication, votum Silvano, is on the narrow 
upper projection of the left face of the altar; on the right 
face is the consular date 124. Excellent reliefs representing 
Romulus and Remus suckled by the wolf, shepherds and 
Pater Tiberinus, Mars and Venus, winged genii, etc., adorn 
the four sides of the altar. Since these reliefs have nothing 
to do with Silvanus, and since the inscriptions obviously 
occupy spaces which are not suited to them,' it seems pro- 
bable that the altar was originally intended as a dedication 
to some other god, perhaps to Mars or to Pater Tiberinus, 
who, as we know, had a shrine at Ostia. The words decreto 
decurionum suggest that the altar probably stood in some very 
prominent place.* 

Silvanus is grouped with other gods in dedications from 
Ostia. An altar to Hercules and Silvanus, who are often 
invoked together elsewhere,*^ was found there: 17. Herculi 

'Cf. BE. iz p. 334. Lanciani, N8. 1881, pp. lllff.; Lucas, Ram. 
Miiih, 1890, p. 220; Ducati, M41. 1906, pp. 483-512; Strong, Roman 
Sculpture, pp. 241-243, PI. 73, 74. 

'Ducati, I. 0., thinks that all the inscriptions were cut at the time 
that the altar was made except the one to Silvanus which was added 
later. 

* Borsari, Oiiia e il Porto di Roma antioa, Rome, 1904, p. 12, thinks 
that the altar may have stood in the temple in the Forum which he 
identifies as the temple of Roma and Augustus. 

■ Cf . Peter, I. o. ool. 853. 
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et SlItsco aa[c.] Ti. Claudius Diadumenus cellarius fe[c.] 
TTnique is the combination of gods in 20 (Ostia). Pro salute 
et reditu imp. Antonini Aug. Faustinae Aug. liberonimque 
eonim arara sanctae Isdi nnmini Sarapis sancto Silvano 
Larib. C. Foraponius Turpilianua proc. ad oleum in Qalbae 
Ostiae portns utriusque d. d.* 

In one dedication recently found at Portus the god is 
addressed in his capacity of special guardian of hunters.' 

A fragmentary dedication to Silvanus was discovered 



'Von DomazewHki (fit'lcoMus auf lateiniecken Intehriften, Philol. 
1902, p. 7 = Abhandlungen cur rUmiechen Religion, 1909, pp. 85 f.) citeH 
theae two inBcriptions with nine others to Silvanua which were aet 
up by men connected with granaries or other huildingB. He tbinka 
thftt juat aa Silvanus was regarded as tutor finium in the country, 
BO when hifl cult found ita way into the citiea: — " Hier wird er lum 
BeachUtxer jener RiLume, deren unbetugtes Retreten oder Verlaasen er 
hlndern soil." To us the evidence aeems far from convincing, since 
in seven of the eleven caaea cited by von Domazewaki Silvanus ia 
united with other gods. At any rate the pro salute inscription from 
Ostia, in which Silvanus ia grouped with Isia, Sarapis, and the Larea, 
cannot be uaed as evidcni?e that Silvanus was regarded by the pro- 
curator od oleum in Galbae (bo. horreia) as the special protector of 
the granaries of which he was in charge. The dedication comes natu- 
rally from a memWr of the civil service closely connected with the 
imperial administration. Cf, Peter, I. c. col. 863-984. 

'Quoted in discuasion of Liber Pater. Peter, I. o. col. 843, in his 
discussion of Silvanus as god of hunters overlooks thia inacription. 
The other dedications known seem to have been made by hunters of 
wild animals. Corcopino, Mil. 1000, pp. 348 f. enplains the words 
eonducto aucupioram of this inscription aa ' pour la ferme des aucupia ' ; 
that is, P. LuBciua had for a certain period the right to farm out 
bird-hunting in a district which probably included Portus. and, having 
been succeasful in his venture, he expressed his gratitude to Silvanus. 
The fact that tlie dedication ia made by a priest of Liber Pater ia not 
convincing evidence for the aasumption of Carcopino that the altar 
stood in the temple of Liber Pater at Portus; moreover, Carcopino's 
statement that dedications to Silvanus from Ostia stood in the temple 
ol Isis and in the Uetroum will not bear close evamination. No. 20 
may have stood in the temple of Isis, but there ia no proof that it did, 
and No. 63 comes not from the Melrown but from the tahola of the 
deiidrophori. 
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recently in one of the tombs. Compare N8. 1910, p. 23. 
Silva — sac . . . s . . . 

There was a statue of Silvanus among the dedications to 
the dendrophori of Ostia. Compare 53. C. Atilius Bassi 
sacerdotis lib. Felix apparator M. d. nL signum Silvani 
dendrophoris Ostiensibus d. d. Silvanus, who was p^ularly 
represented as holding a pine-branch in his hand, is probably 
to be r^arded as the prototype of the dendrophori who carried 
the sacred pine.^ It is significant that in a dedication from 
Rome made by a qiunqiLenndlis perpetuus to the dendrophori 
Magnae Matris Silvanus is addressed with the epithet denr 
drophorus.^ 

In a niche of the vestibule of the Mithreum near the baths 
a mosaic representation of Silvanus was disoovered.^^ The 
god is represented standing, clad in a short tunic, with the 
skin of an animal over his arm. He is bearded and has 
long hair; a blue-green nimbus encircles his head. In his 
left hand he holds a branch, in his right a hatchet. On either 
side of him are trees ; on the left there is a dog and on the 
right an altar. Another mosaic figure, first interpreted as 

"This iB the explanation of the connection of SilvanuB with the 
dendrophori which was proposed by C. L. Visconti, Bull. com. 1890, 
pp. 21-23. Domazewski, PhUol. 1902, p. 16, Anm. 146 {=Ahhand' 
lungen, p. 74, Anm. 11), and Peter, {. c. coL 866, accept it. But Cumont 
B. ▼. Dendrophoru8, Pauly-Wissowa and Waltzing, £iude hiatoriqtie 
9ur lea corporations professionelleSf i. pp. 251 f., are of the opinion that 
the dendrophori worshiped Silvanus in the first place and became at- 
tached to the cult of Magna Mater at a later period. Aurigemma, s. t. 
dendrophori, Ruggiero, p. 1678, thinks that the dendrophori were at- 
tached to both cults, and makes no suggestion as to which they wo^ 
shiped first. 

• CIL. VI 641, cf. 642. 

*Now in the Lateran Museum. Cf. C. L. Visconti, Ann. delVInai. 
1864, pp. 174 f. Tav. d'Agg. L. M., n. 3; F. Cumont, Textea et Manu^ 
menta, ii. p. 241, fig. 73; The Myateriea of Mithra, Fig. 17; Benndorf 
and Schoene, Die aniiken Bildioerke dea Lateran. Mua. n. 551; Peter, 
I. c. col. 837 ; Nogara, / Moaaioi dei Palazzi Yaticano e Laterano, 1910, 
PI. Lxvni. 
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Saturn, but which is more probably Sitvanus, is found in 
the pavement of the Mithreum near the Metroum.^' Here 
the god holds a scythe in his left hand and a spade in his 
right. The scythe is frequently an attribute of this god, 
and, though no representation of him with a spade is known, 
there is enough variety in his attributes to make it seem 
quite possible that he might sometimes have been portrayed 
with an emblem so well suited to his agricultural character.'" 
Silvanus was especially honored by devotees of Mithras,'* 
in whose cult he was identified with Drvaspa.'* 

A collegium. Silvani existed at Ostia. Cf. 309, Dis man!- 
bus L. Calpumius Chius sevir Aug. et quinquennalia 

idem quinquennal, collegi Silvani Aug. maioris quod 

est Hilarionis functus sacomari, etc. This inscription to- 
gether with the inscription on the altar of Silvanus in the 
National Museum discussed above makes it seem probable 
that the Collegium Silvani may have been connected with 
the sacoinarium or public weighing place.'* 



GODS OF COLLEGIA 

In addition to the religious collegia discussed elsewhere — 
the Auguslales, the dendrophori and cannophori, the colle- 

"Viseonti, Ann. delt'Intt. 1868, pp. 402 fl.; Cumont, Tewtet et Menu- 
mwti, a. a. 29S. pp. 414-418. 

"Cf. list of represcntationB of SilvaQiu given hj Peter, I. a, cola. 
82B-842. Thii mosaic is not mentioned. 

"Cf. Cumont, Texlea et Monuments, I. pp. 147-148. 

"A painting representing Silvanus ia said by P. H. ViMonti <(|uoted 
by De RoBsi, Bull. Griet. 1B70. p. 78: 1876, p. -tO, n. 1) to have been 
lound in the excavations of lSH7-ldT0 at the entrance to a house in 
Oatia. Dessau an 54 fitggests that the report may be a mistake, aince 
neither the younger Visconti uor Lanciuii knew anything of the 
painting. 

"Of. Deisau's note on 309; von Dommcewild, of. oit. p. 8»p. 69, 
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gium SUvani Aug. and the mensores frumentarii Cereria 
Aug. msLj be mentioned the cvltares lovia Tutoris( ?)• Com- 
pare 25. lovi tutori Q. Veturius Secundus A. Libius Hila- 
rianus quaglator et curator donu daeder. cultoribus.^ 430 
mentions a quirujuennalia of the collegium geni fori vinariu 

The venders of oakum were devoted to the cult of Minerva : 
44. Numini evidentissimo Minervae Aug. sacrum conserva- 
trici et antistiti splendidissimi corporis stuppatorum omatam 
omni cultu d. d. etc. 

Two dedications to genii of collegia come from Ostia. One 
of them was on the base of a statue of the genius, clad in a 
toga and holding a cornucopia: 10. G^nio corporis pell. Ost. 
qui [bus ex. s. c. coire licet?] M. Aurel. Lamprocles Aug. 
lib. pat. . . . s. p. d. d. d. The other is a pro salute inscrip- 
tion: EE. IX 434. Pro salute impp. Severi et Antonini 
^^^^* 6t Getae nobilissimi Caes. et luliae Aug. ul Augg. 
et castr. genio saccariorum salarior. totius urbis camp. sal. 
Bom. Eestitutianus etc.* 



MINOB CULTS 

Mars. Statues of Mars were presented to the dendrc- 
phori (33), to the familia publica (32), and to Isis {EE. 
VII 1194). Fea reports the discovery at Ostia of a statue 
of Mars on which was the inscription (31), Marti.^ The 
statue has disappeared. A dedication to Ma. Victori Patriy 
made by worshipers of Mithras, perhaps refers to a god of 
the Persian Pantheon who was identified with Mars {N8. 
1910, pp. 186f.).2 

^This inscription was found about five miles from Ostia, but pro* 
bably came originally from there. 

* Cf. also 51. genio sacomar. 

* Viaggio ad Oaiia, p. 53. 
'Quoted p. 91. 
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Among the titles of L. Calpumius Chius, a prominent 
citizen of Ostia (309), is magister ad Martem Ficanum. 
No satisfactory explanation of the title has been found. 
Borghesi auggeated that it might be connected with the 
ancient Latin city Ficana which was situated on the eleventh 
milestone of the Via Ostiensis and was supposedly destroyed 
by Ancus Marcius.^ A good suggestion, which doea not, 
however, account for the meaning of Ficanus, ia that of 
Gatti * — that ad Martem Ficanum is the name of a vicus 
of which ChiuB was magister.^ 

Neptune. Strange to say, there is no evidence for a 
temple of Neptune at Ostia. The god is mentioned only in 
the inscription of Catius Sabinus from which it appears that 
he shared with Castor and Pollux the honor of the national 
games.* His statue appears, however, on the Phams on 
coins representing the port of Claudius,' and in a prominent 
place in the bas-reliefs of that harbor in the Museo Torlonia. 
The well-known Poseidon of the Lateran was discovered at 
Poptus," But these statues do not suffice to prove the exist- 
ence of a cult of Neptune at Portus. 

Apollo. A small statue of the god was recently found at 
Ostia. On its base was the inscription (NS. 1910, p. 23), 
Varenua Augg. lib. adiut. tabul. f. deo Apollini Vip. 



' Vide DesRau on .109. PoBctietto eeems to think Borghesi's Buggestion 
probable, cf. op. cit. p. 55. This explanation is certainly more satis- 
factory than that of Roscher (e. v. Mara, col. 2428), who thinks that 
the epithet fieanus may imply that the Qg tree was sacred to Mara. 

' BvIL com. 1892. p. 372. Gatti makes thiB suggestion in publishing 
the inscription EE, ix 470, nhich proves the existence of maj^tatri 
vieorum at Ostia. 

' The famous altar of the National Museum which is dedicated to 
SilvanuB may have been intended originally as a dedication to Mara, 
to whom Borne of the reliefs relate. See discuBsion of Silvanus. 

*Cf. 1 and see discussion of Castor and Pollux. 

'Cf. Cohen, MSdailUs impMaleg, i. Nero 33-41. 

' The statue was found in the remains of a large building, snppoaed 
to be Baths. Cf. Benndorf and Schoene, Die antiken Bildwtrke dM 
Lateran. Muteum*, p. 182, no. 287. 
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Diana seems to have been worshiped by the spira Traia- 
nensium, which was devoted primarily to the cult of Liber 
Pater (4). 

Nymphs. Two dedications to the Nymphs come from 
Ostia : 46a. Nymphis divinis sacravit D. Hostius Heraclida. 
EE. IX 438. Numfabus (sic) Titus Aminnericus donum 
fecit. A marble well-head was dedicated to Ceres and the 
Nymphs — ^a combination not found elsewhere (2). 

Deified Abstractions. A statue of Fides was presentedi 
apparently, to the collegium fabrum tignuarioram: 5. P. 
Cornelius Thallus P. Comeli Architecti fil. mag. quinq. colL 
fabr. tignar. lustri XXVII. nomine P. Comeli Architecti- 
ani fil. sui allecti in ordinem decurion. Fidei signum done 
dedit. Tulela is one of the deities addressed in a dedica- 
tion • found at Ostia. ^® 

Dedications to Genii: 7. Genio kastrorum peregrinor. 

Optatianus et Pudens fnmmi. fratres ministerio 

vota solverunt. 11. Genio loci. On a travertine block 
recently found is the inscription {N8. 1910, p. 31), G(enio) 
p(opuli) R(omani) f(eliciter).^^ 

Domina. It is not known what goddess is addressed in 
the inscription (74) : Thiasus Acili Glabrion. inperatu aram 
fecit dominae.^^ 

Sodalis Amlensis. Four inscriptions of Ostia mention 
this priesthood, which is not known elsewhere: 341. Me- 
moriae M. Comeli M. f. Pal. Valeriani Epagathiani eq* 
[R.] decurioni splendidissimae coloniae 08[tiensis] flamini 
praetori II. sacra Volkani [fac. ei]demque sodale Arulen[si] 
etc. 373. L. Licinio L. fil. Pal. Herodi equit. Bom. decu- 

*EE, IX 440. Quoted p. 92. 

'* Under the ctilt of the emperors will be discussed dedications to 
Victoria AugustorCum), Salus Caesaris Aug. and a possible reference 
to Annona Aug. 

" For other cases of this inscription see Gesano in Ruggiero s. t. 
genius, p. 468. 

" Cf . Peter s. v. Domina, Roscher. 
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riali decuriae viatoriae equestris cos, decurioni qiiinquentiali 
duumviro sacerdoti geni col. flam. Rom. et Aug. curat, oper. 
publ. quaestori aer. aedili flam, divi Sever! sodali Arulensi 
praet. prim. sac. Volk. faciii. ordo Augustal. optimo civi ob 
mcrita. 433. [D.] m. [Q. Vetu]rio Firmio [Felici] So- 
crati [qq. c. p. d]ecurioni [praet. pr]imo sac. [Voik. fajci- 
undis [sodali AJniiesium vix. etc. EE. vii 1227, 11. 6ff. 
Eutyche[ti] lun. Eq. R. [sac. gen.?] col. Oet. flam, divi 
Ma[m ... ] sodal. A[nil] etc. Three of these sodales 
were Roman Kaighta. The origin and duties of the prieat- 
hood are not known. Carcopino '^ compares the title sodalis 
Cabeiisis, which is probably a survival o£ a city Cabe or 
Cabum which disappeared,*^ and suggests that sodalis Am- 
lensis may be evidence for the existence of a city Arula, " une 
Ostie pre Ostienne." He thinks it may be signiflcant that 
all of these sodales except one are praetors of Vulcan. 

"ml. 101 1, p. 180, n. 2. 

"Cf, WiiMWft a. V. Cabenaes sacerdolea, Paul^'Wissows, 



CHAPTER n 

Thx Cult of the Empebobs 

Contact with the Orient, where worship of the emperors 
had its origin, was probably responsible for the early intro- 
duction of the imperial cult at Ostia and at Puteoli.^ The 
latter city, Rome's chief port at the beginning of the Empire, 
had a temple of Augustus built during the lifetime of the 
first emperor. Ostia, too, though far less important at that 
time, had a temple of Roma and Augustus which was estab- 
lished before the death of Augustus.^ This temple must 

'Dubois, op. oii, p. 145. Dubois goes too far when he says of the 
imperial cult at Puteoli, " L'extension qu'il prit trte vile, ft cause du 
caract^re oriental de la ville, est confirm^ par les nationality des 
Augustales . . presque tous portent des noms grecs et orientaux." The 
Augu8iale8 were usually freedmen, and Greek and Oriental names are 
very common among them. It is doubtful whether there are any more 
such names at Puteoli than elsewhere. 

*Cf. Hubert Heinen, Zur Begrundung dea r9w%i$ohen KaiaerhulteSf 
Klio, 1911, pp. 129 ff. especially the list of "Priester, Altiire und Tem- 
pel des lebenden Augustus in Italien," p. 175. This list includes places 
where the cult of Augustus alone or the cult of the emperor with the 
goddess Roma is known to have existed, and Heinen does not distin- 
guish between the two. Inscriptions show that in the lifetime of 
Augustus Roma and Augustus were worshiped together in Cisalpine 
Gaul at Pola, Verona, and Tridentum (not mentioned by Heinen, ef. 
OIL, Y 5036, cf. also CIL. Y 5511 sacerdos Romae et August! from an 
unknown place) ; in Italy proper this cult is known only at Ostia, 
Tarracina, Luna, and Ulubrae (omitted by Heinen, cf. CIL, x 6485 
which records the restoration of the temple of Roma and Augustus 
there in 132 A. D.). It is noteworthy that three of these places are 
ports, where the worship was probably introduced directly from the 
Orient. A number of the cities in which the cult of Augustus alone 
was known were also ports — Cumae, Puteoli, Pompeii, Neapolis, Pisae. 
The lists of places given by Franz Richter s. v. Roma, Roecher, ooL 
144-145 where there were fiaminea of Roma and Augustus, Roma and 
divus Augustus, etc. are unreliable. Cf. also W. S. Ferguson, Legalieed 
Ahaolutiam en route from Greece to Rome, Am. Hist. Review, VoL ZYin; 
1912, pp. 28 ff. 
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have been of conaiderable size, for the decuno7W« Bometimea 
held their aesaious there.^ Flamines* were in charge of the 
worship, and an aedituus (73), who seoma to have been k 
freedman of the colony, ia mentioned in an inscription. Bor- 
sari ^ proposes to identify the temple in the Forum, commonly 
known aa that of Oerea,* aa the temple of Roma and Au- 
gustus. Its size and prominent position support the sug- 
gestion, but the date of its construction can hardly be placed 
before the second century. If it were the temple of Koma 
and Auguatua, we should be forced to auppoae that it was 
deatroyed at some time and completely rebuilt, an assump- 
tion for wbicJi there is, as yet, no evidence.'' 

Livia must have bad a ahrine at Oatia, for a flaminica 
divae Aug{v^iae) ia known (399, compare 455), There ia 
evidence for flamines of the divi Vespasian (293, 298, N8, 
1910, p. 107), Titus (400, 4142), Hadrian (390, 391, 353, 
NS. 1910, p. 13), Marcus Aureliua {EE. vn 1227). and 
Septimius Severua (373). Flamen^ alone, which occurs 
three times in the inscriptions of Oatia, is probably the same 
as fiamen divorum, which occurs once (444). These fla- 
minea were among the most important men of the colony, 

■See 3G3 (inscription of Fabius Hermogenes ) . Cf. a very aimiUr 
insi^ription of the same man found recentlv, XS. 1910, p. 13. 

•,173, 400, 4142; a flamrn perpetuus is recorded in an intcription 
published recently, Bull. com. 1910, p. 332. 

■ Oalia e it Porto dt Roma antica, 1004, p, 12. 

*Cf. Lanciani, XS. 19S1, p. 114. ExcavatioTta now in progreu in 
the vicinity of this temple may decide its identity, bb well at the 
({uestion of wlietlipr it is situated in the main Forum of the city. 

' There is no evidence for the independent worsliip of Roma at Ostia, 
Cf., however, the intcription given by Vaglieri. KS. 1910. pp. 104 ff., 
which records the erection, apparently at Rome, of a statue dedicated 
to Urbs at the expenee of the inhabitants of Oatia. The statue was 
Bet up by Ragonius Vincentiua Celsus v. c. praefectus annonae urbis 
Romae. Cf. Wissowa, Religion and KttUus^ p. 341, n. 1, 

■301, 332, 341 and p. 5. BeuHier, Le culte imperial, Paris, 1991, 
pp. 1SB-1T2. Beems to believe that the simple ftaminei were priests of 
the reigning emperor. 
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often municipal magistrates, and Bomctimea Homan kniglj 
(353, 390). Especially interesting is the dedication whii 
is on tlie base of an equestrian statue of Fabius Hermogene 
353 (restored from the similar inscription, NS. 1910, p. li 
£0. Domitio C. Fil. Pal.] Pabio Hermog[eni] eqito pul 
ficribae aedil[i.] dec. adleet. flam, divi Hadri[ani] in cui 
sacerdotio solus ac p[rimuB ludos] seaenicos sua pecun 
fecit, [aedili]. Hunc splendidissimus ordo dec[urionu 
f{unere) p(ublico)] honoravit eique 8tatuameque8tre[mcn 
injscriptione ob amorem et industna[m omnejm in fo 
ponendam pecim. publ. decr[evit], etc. 

Shrines of the individual emperors who had fiamines pi 
bablj existed at Ostia.* Indeed, remains have been foul 
of a shrine of several emperors in the heart of the barraa 
of the vigiles,^^ but this seems to have been a private sail 
tuary of the vigiles, not accessible to the inhabitants of tl 
city. At the rear of tlie atrium of the barracks, in tl 
place occupied by the tablinum of a private house, a narro 
vestibule opens into a large room. Along the rear wall i 
this room is a platform on which are five bases for statu- 
with inscriptions of tlie emperors: — (in order from right 
left) Marcus Aurelius before he was emperor {BE. vn 119 
140 A. D.), Marcus as emperor {ibid. 1200, 162 a. d.), Se 
timius Severus (ibid. 1203, 195 a. d. ), Lucius Venis (ibi 
1201, 162 A. D.), Antoninus Pius {ibid. 1198, 138 A. D. 
The inscription to Severus which oeciipies the centre of tl 
platform is written over an erasure where, as Lanciani lu 
shown, there was an inscription to Hadrian, in whose reig 
the small Augttsteum was constructed. In the reign of Aj 
toninus, statues of that emperor and of his adopted son Ma 
cus Aurelius were erected, and later, when Marcus wi 



' PerhupB evidence for n shrine of Trajan is to be found in the 1 
scription A'S. Iflll, p. 283. Divo Traiano eollefr. fabr. tig. 

"I/anciani, NS. 1889, pp. 72-78. For n view of the shrine cf. p. T 
pUn, p. 78: Mil. 1888, pp. 174-17S; Andre, ibid. pp. 180-183. 
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emperor, aaother statue of him and one of his co-regent 
Lucius Verua were added. On one aide of the room is a 
baae with an inscription to L. Aeliua Caesar {ibid. 1197, 
137 A. D.)-" Traces of the sacrificial altar can be seen 
in the centre of the room. On the floor of the vestibule 
there is a mosaic representing the sacrifice of bulls, which 
Carcopino ^^ has interpreted as a group of soldiers sacri- 
ficing to a living emperor. 

In addition to the worship of individual emperors, tbe 
imperial cult existed in other forms at Ostia. When the 
sckala of the dendrophori was repaired, it was dedicated to 
Nmnen damns Augustae. Compare 45. Numini domus Aug. 
D[endrophori Ostienjses Bcolam quam sua pecunia consti- 
t[nerant novia sumjptibus a solo [restituerunt. 46. Numini 
domus Augusti op. pi. p." EE. ix 437 Numini domuB 
Augusti Victor et Hedistus vem. diap. cum Traiano Aug. 
lib. a. X. in.'* A fragmentary inscription (26) seems to 
refer to a sanctuary of the imperial Lares. Compare also 
367. P. Horatio Chrjeeroti eeviro Angustal. idem quinq. et 
immuni Larum Aug. etc.'" Two dedications to Lares may 

" Statues of SeveruB, Carsc&lla, Oeta, ard Julia Domns and of Dia- 

dumenianuB, Gordian and Furia Sabinia were later placed in the court 
outside t\w Augtistenm. Cf. EE. \n 1204-1211, 

"Mil. 1907, pp. B27-241, PI. v-vt. Andre, Mil. 1889, p. 182, had 
BUggeatcd that the natOE might refer to the cult of Mithras, but Car- 
copino ehowB ver; convincingly that it is far better to explain it a* 
representing the sort of sacrifice that was probably often made in the 
■hrine. The acla fralrum drvalium tell us that a bull was the proper 
sacrifice for a living emperor. All the figures in the mosaic, except 
two who are identified as the drover and the popa, wear the tunic with 
or without the short mantle, and may very well be aaldiers. 

"Non intelligitur (Dessau). 

"Acris decern .. 1 (Dessau). 

" The connection of this tevir Aagugtalis with the cult of the Larea 
is interCBting. His position as immunia Lamm Aug. seeus to be quite 
apart from his rank as gevir, though Forphyrio on Horace, Sat. ii. 3, 
281 says that the cult of the Lares was cared for by (reedmen called 
Auguslatca. The evidence Bectns to show that this statement is wrong. 
Cf. Mourlot, nittoire do I'AuguttaliU, Paris, 1805, p. 78. 
4 
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form of the inscription in which the full cursus of Glabrio 
is not given is an indication of an earlj date. It is pos- 
sible that the inscription is a second century restoration of 
a dedication from tho time of Augustus. 

In only a few instances is the epithet Augustus added to 
the name of a god, and in no case is it given to one of the 
more important gods of the city. Compare 51 [Ann]onam 
Aug. NS. 1910, p. 100. Here. August, (found with a 
head of Hercules). The collegia sometimes gave the epi- 
thet to their patron deities. Thus we hear of the collegium 
Silvani Aug., mensores frumenlarii Cereris Aug, A patron 
and members of the corpus stuppaiorum made a dedication 
to Minerva Aug. (i4). 

Atiguslales and seviri Augustalea are known in large num- 
bers from the inscriptions of Oatia.'^ Here, as was usually 
the case elsewhere, these offices were held by freedmen who 
were ineligible to the priesthoods and municipal magistra- 
cies. They formed an ordo Augu^talium ^' which must have 
been a very important body in the town. Its officers were 
curatores and quinquennales. The order seems to have held 
slaves who were known as the familia Augttsialium (367^*), 
and to have bad a treasury or area Aitgustalium to which 
members sometimes made gifts (367, 431), There was pro- 
bably a shrine of the genius sevirum Augustalium at their 
meeting place.^" Compare 12. G[enio] sevimra [Augusta- 
lium] Ost[iensium] A. Livius . . . sevir Augu[8talis en- 
ra]tor annis [continuis . . . nom]ine Liviae. 

Von Premerstein, ^* who is followed by Neimiann,'* thinks 
that it is possible to make a distinction between the seviri 

" ListB are Riven in Clh. xrv pp. 573-574. Addittontkl inBcriptloni 
are; Augustalie, ?f8. 1010, p. IS?! »evir An^. EE. ix 436; sevir An^. 
idem (iiiinqiiennalis. ibid. VU 1225, 1227; Dt 466; XS. 1910. p. 107. 

"367, 373, 421, 4141). 

" Cf. von Premerstein s. v. Auguttalci, Ruggiero, p. 853, 

"t. c. p. 851. 

"Cf. B. V. Augvstales, Pauly-Wissowa. 
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AugtAstales and the Augvstales. Relying chiefly upon the 
inscriptions of Ostia for his evidence, he holds that about 
the year 142 a. d. the seviri Augustales throughout the 
Empire were organized into colleges ; that in places like Ostia, 
Aquileia, and Puteoli, where hitherto only Augustales seem 
to have been known, seviri appear and are organized into 
bodies called ordines, collegia, or corpora, which' succeed the 
Augustales. He dates this organization from evidence which 
he claims to find in the two following inscriptions of Ostia: 
8. G^nio coloniae Ostiensium M. Cornelius Epagathus, 
curat. Augustal. etc. (consular date, 141 a. d.). 33. T. 
Annius LucuUus VIvir Aug. idem qq. honoratus ^® signum 
Martis dendrophor. Ostiensium d. d. dedicavit (consular 
date, 143). He infers from the first inscription that the 
Augustales were still in existence in 141, from the second 
that the seviri were organized by 143. He finds further 
evidence for this reorganization in the inscription (360) : 
Dis manibus A. Grani Attici seviri Augustali {sic) adlectus 
inter primos, quinquennalis curator perpetus. Rejecting the 
view of Dessau, who read inter primos quinquennales, and 
supposed that there were different ranks among the qvin- 
quennales, von Premerstein thinks that Atticus became one 
of the first members of the order when the seviri were insti- 
tuted about 142. 

An examination of the inscriptions of Ostia reveals a weak 
point in the argument of von Premerstein. He assumes that 
the phrase curator Augustalium in no. 8 could have been 
used only before the organization of the seviri, after which 
time the curatores were called cvratores ordinis Augusta- 

'Von Premerstein, I. c, expands this as VlTir Aiig(ustalis) idem 
q(uin)q(uennalitate) honoratus; curiously enough, on p. 868 where 
he cites this inscription among the inscriptions of the AuguBtales and 
Beviri of Ostia, he follows the reading of Dessau, sevir Aug(ustaliB) 
idem quinquennalis. The frequency of this phrase in inscriptions of 
Ostia distinctly favors the latter reading. Honoratus, then, probably 
refers to the college of the dendrophari, as Dessau has suggested. 
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Hum." Although there is no other occurrence o£ curator 
Auguslalium in the inscriptions of Ostia, it is significant 
that in an inscription recently discovered there a sevi/r Au- 
giistalis is called curator eorum, not curator ordinis eorum 
(NS. 1910, p. 107). Moreover, von Premerstein, though 
believing that the reorganization extended throughout the 
Empire, makes no attempt to account for the occurrence of 
the term curator Au{fustalium in an inscription of Puteoli 
of the year 165 (CIL. x 1881). In assuming that in the 
phraae curator Augustalium the plural Augustales cannot 
refer to the organized body, von Premerstein is overlooking 
the same usage in the phrases familia Augustalium, area 
Augustalium, both of which occur in inscriptions of Ostia 
later than 143.^^ Furthermore be neglects the evidence fur- 
nished by inscriptions like 367 (182 a. d.) and 431 (about 
240), both of wbch record gifts of seviri Augustales to tiie 
decuriones et Augustales. who are immediately referred to 
again as ordo Augustalium.^^ An examination of the in- 
scriptions brought together in von Premeratein's lists '" 
shows that Augustales is frequently used elsewhere to refer 
to the whole body, especially in such phrases as decuriones 
et Augusiales,^^ area Augustalium." In view of these facts 
we must conclude that von Premerstein is not justified in 

"Cf. 421, 431. The latt«r inBcription is t« be dated about 240. 

"387 (182 A. D.), 431 (ca. 240), 

"In no. 307 tb« bod; is referred to as teviri Auguitalet at the 
beginning (1. 3|, as Augualatea when combined with the decurione* 
(I. IS), and finally as ordo Auguttalium (1. SO). 

- L. c. pp. 857-877. 

"This phrase is very frequent, though in many places where it ia 
found, e. g. Vibo, Volceii, Atina, Croto, Petelia, the few inacriptiona 
show no cBB B of aevtTi. However at Auximum a ssoir el Aug\atalU 
makes a gift to the decvrionea. Augwitalta, and coloiti. Cf. CIL. ix 
6823. Cf. also CIL. v 085 (Aquileia), gift to the Auguttalen. 

"Cf. CIL. IX 491 (Reate). Cf. also quinqnenjuilia Augualalium. CIL. 
IX 2078, 2083 lAesemia), A sevir Augaatalia is mentioned in tba 
Urtt tntcription, bnt no •lu^twtalei are known from AMsmia. 
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taking 141 as a terminus post quern for the organization of 
the seviri throughout the Empire. 

On the other hand the inscriptions of Ostia seem to sup- 
port von Premerstein's terminus ante quern. Several of the 
inscriptions of Auguatalea and seviri may be dated approxi- 
mately by the numbers of the lustra of the collegium fabrum 
tignuariorum. Dessau has shown that the thirty-third lus- 
trum of this college probably fell between 200 and 240 a. d.'' 
By this and other means we are enabled to date the following 
inscriptions that bear upon this problem: 

299. Augustalis, before 90 a. d. (2^"^ lustrum) 

33. sevir Augustalis, 143 (consular date) 
367. " " 182 " " 

297. " " 160-200 (25*^ lustrum) 

EE. VII 1227 sevir Augustalis, after 179 (dated from a 

flamen divi Marci) 
418. sevir Augustalis, 215-255 (36*** lustrum) 
431. " " about 240 (dated from comparison 

with352, 432, and461). 

From this list it is dear that Au^/ustalis as the title for 
an individual occurs on no inscription of Ostia which can 
be dated after the end of the first century, and that sevir 
Auf/ustalis is first found in a datable inscription in 143, 
and occurs frequently after that. The indications are then 
that the seviri were instituted and formed into colleges 
between 100 and 143. The fact that seviri are far more 
numerous than Augustales^^ is in accord with this con- 
clusion, inasmuch as the number of inscriptions of the first 
century from Ostia is naturally far smaller than the number 
for the suceeding centuries. Moreover, quinquennales are 
always seviri,^^ that is, they were not known, so far as we 

" Cf . Dessau on 128. 

^Augu8tali8 occurs in 19 inscriptions, 8ef>ir Auffuatalia in 64. 
"The qumquenndlea at Ostia are usually designated by the phran 
sevir AugiusiaUs) idem quinquennaUe, 
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can tell, before the institution of the sevin. Von Premer- 

Btein Ib probably right in believing that A. Granius Atticus 

' of 3G0 was one of the first seviri elected.^* 

I About half of the seviri Augustales of the inacriptiona of 

I Ostia are also quinquennales. The frequent occurrence of 

the quinquennales makes it seem probable that the office 

became purely honorary, and that the curatores, of whom 

many are known, were the real officers of the order.^^ This 

view is supported by 316. D. m. L. Canillius Epaphroditua 

VIvir Aug. idem q. q. Huic VIviri Aug. post curam 

quinquennalitatem optu!er(unt) qui egit annis continuis 
IIII. That is, Epaphroditua was made qmnquenfuilis be- 
cause he had been a good curator. 

Two seviri of Ostia held the same position at Tusculum 
(372, 421), L. Antonius Epitynchanus, quinquennalis col- 

I legi fabrum tignvariorum of Ostia, was sevir Augustalis in 
I' Aquae Sextiae (296). On the other hand, L. Numisiua 

IAgathemerus, a negotiator from Hispania ciierior, became 
sevir Augvetalis at Ostia (397). 
ij Special public honors to members of the order at Ostia 

are recorded: 318 D, m. L. Carulli T'eliciaaimi bi3(elliarii) 
I VI [viri] Aug. idem qq. Lfaurentia) L(avinati3) qq. coi^ 

II [p]o'"(is) Tin(ariorum) urb(anonim) et Ost(iensium) etc.; 
il 415. C. Silio Epaphrae L. Felici Miori Augustali hunc d. 
I f. p. effenmdum cens. Nerva filius honore usus impensam 
I remisit etc. 367. P. Horatio Chryseroti seviro Augustal. 

"A furtber sign of the union at Auguttalet and tepiri Aaguatalet 
[ Rt Ostia ia found in the fact that in 318 and poBsibly in 431 leviri 

Augustales are alBO biHftliarU, t. e. thev are entitled to the biaellium 
I which is in general the special prerogative of the Auguatnlet. The 
i only other records of ■cti'ri aa bUelliarii are in CIL. rx 3524, 2882. 
I *< This ia the view of Dessau, CIL. xiv p. 6, and of Mourlot, HUtoire 

I de PAuguatalilf. pp. 117-llB. Von Prenierat«in, however. (/. e. p. 852) 
I takes the view of Schmidt (De teviru Augvgtalibui. 1ST8, p. S5) that 
P the office of guinqHcnnitJit at Ostia was held not for five year« but for 

one. It is doubtful whether the term guinquennalU is Buaccptible of 

■uch an iiit«rpret»tioiL 
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idem quinq. et immtmi Xarum Aug. ex s. c. eeviri Augustalf 
statuam ei ponendani decrevenint quod la arcae eoniin etc. 

Members of the order held office in the collegia: 309. D 
manibus L. Calpurnius Chius sevir Aug. et quinqueanal 
idem quinq. corporis mensor. f rumen tari or. Oatiens. et curs 
bis idem codicar. curat Ostis, et III honor., idem qui 
quetmal. collegi Silvani Aug. maioris quod est Hilarioc 
functus sHcomari idem magistro ad Marte{m) Fioanimi Au 
idem in collegio dendrofor. fecit sibi et Comeliae et 
Among the members were quinqucnnales of the collegiv 
fabrum tignuariorum,^^ corpus vinariorum urbanorum 
OaiieTtsium (318), corpus fabrum navalium Osftensium 
corpus treiectus marmorariorum**' corpus mensorum fi 
menlanorum adiuiorum (4140). In the order was a sH} 
lator argentarius (405), and, if one may judge from t 
reliefs on the sarcophagus of P. Nonius Zetheus, a pia. 
(393). 

Ill the case of at least one sert'r we have evidence of 
interest in literature — that is if we may suppose that Epa] 
roditus wrot« his own epitaph in which a line of Vergil 
quoted : — et quern mi dederat cursum fortuna peregit.*' C 
is reminded of Trimalohio, the famous sevir of PetroniuB 



"287, 410; quinqacnrtalit magitter, 418; tnagitter quingvennalia, ! 
407. 

" quinqvennalit perptttttu, 372. 

* patronua and quinquennalis, 425. This is the onl; palronus IcD 
Braong the Auguitates at Oatia. 

•*316. Buechler, Carm. Epig. 1105, of. Verg. Am. tv. 6S3, Tfat 
quem dederat cursum fortuna peregi, Cf. Moorlot, op. ctt. p, 123. 




CHAPTER III 
Ohientai. Gods 
maqba uateb 



In 204 B. c. the ship which brought the sacred stone of 
the Great Mother from Pessimis was met at Ostia by P. 
Scipio Nasica, who had been chosen as the beat man of the 
state, and by the foremost Roman matrons,^ Here, accord- 
ing to tradition, occurred the dramatic vindication of the 
noble Claudia Quinta.' The ship had grounded at the 
river's mouth and all efforts to dislodge it were of no avail 
until Claudia Quinta, with a prayer to the goddess to free 
her from the false charges that had been made against her, 
came forward and drew the boat up into the stream. 

Although the arrival of the sacred stone must have made 
a deep impression on the inhabitants of Ostia, there is no 
reason to believe that the worship of the Great Mother was 
established at Ostia at that time. Her cult, introduced at 
Rome by order of the Sibylline Books in order to rid Italy 
of the foreign foe, was fostered chiefly by the state. It was 
not until the time of the Empire, when the full Phrygian 
ritual was adopted, that the goddess made a strong appeal 
to individual worshipers. At Ostia there is no evidence for 
the existence of the cult before the second century after 
Christ. It is possible, however, that it was established there 
ae early as the reign of Claudius when Magna Mater seems 



' Showerman, The Oreat Mother of Ihe Ooda, BulUlin of the Vnivtr- 
•ity of Witcon0m, PMlotcgy and Literature Series, i. Muliaon, 1901, 
pp. 225 ff.; Cumont, Oriental Religions in Roman Paganism, Chicago, 
1911, p. 47. 



*Ovid, Fasti, IV. 306- 
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"*" r«nr x-^i.rs of ostia 

" iu%%. >%.m »|.*%«.*tMtv ^tc^vc^ ;ti Rome.' There must eei^ 
tk^i^*\ 'u»^ «%i^^ ticuv* •'viSfcciwi of the Phrygian goddes 
^».4s ..j^ »i%. ..*..»^ucfcA»tN xrhj >^!is. %> come to Ostia after the 

v.i.» .V.VV.V »» . tiv ^"k**' n v."ti43!£:a5^ and especially after 

' Mv . Vij^uu U^kivr iac ci Arzis who was worshiped 

^^••'^ v. sv V »tv -i j^ 3KX imponaffi? of the city. She 

.w\ v.iv wvi^v Mitiras who is known to have had 
\».i ^. vV\N4 jutoi a: Portns. Titmrobolia were per- 
^. v».i vsuvx'^ 1 Inscriptions give the names of 

4 ». - . '. *nv.n i:i\t ^i^vvtees of the j^^ddess. The sacred 

. . u ^^ .. ^» a.s J v^x tv Aiiached to her cult, the demdrophori and 

lu ».^.i. .%. !u4vi A wrv prominent place in the life of 

'»K K I 4^v. N^^x^ui uv* other city outside of Rome is there 

,o .t ..^ s^.\^4^!o tuHCeriaL both epigraphical and archaeo- 

'«>,...<, '* ' i^o ^tuivlA v^f the Phrygian cults under the Roman 

Ml '^juj^liv yif M^ua Marer or the Metroum was dis- 
ysvusi »»^ »-^o vAcavativui* of 1S6T.* It is situated about 
OvS* V Pvl » u» iUo Houth vvt the * Capiioiium ' and just south 
,1 iSr S i'« I Auivutiua. It is a small tetras^rle prostyle 
^iM'. '»'»o. wMh «^ vvlU that is almost quadrangular. Though 
u « ut .^ t^iiMMiA vvA'tv touuvl iu it^ the finds in the neighbor- 
)y..i i.l^.iiiiU It Ivwuxd a doub<« Adjoining it was the 

' \u \(iMU Uv4U\44\ s^i lN< ^Kl\JkN« si^Niis to baT« been reeognised 
ftt «, .,«> I Om> v^^U uiA.^ Kaw v\>ittif UB<!«r the directkNi of the quin- 
^^ .. . .k\ 0»i»* V^msv v'f K*j»p *. T. Kyhele, Roarer, ooL 1669; 
^^^,,^ ui r •* i»^ ** ^"^ ^K*>* v> w. vv»« IV>maww»ki, Jo«r»«l o/ iJomoii 
, ,, ii>u |i Ml whv^ iNiiii^ i)t*t thU March feetiTal wms intro- 
j,, I I, \ Jo* Uu« vJv^iHKUU. Wi-M^^wa, i^WiViot tm4 Kulhu* p. 322, 
I ,,i I ,, (, (li \ VU\v (\vjii\\44t Mka« ttttrvxhKvd before the end of the aeoond 

J , , I \ o,,»uVi Uh v«vVr:»M#- tSi^. pp. 362-41S, 1869, pp. 208- 
^^^ {t .. /. '.' /'Ml M^^ t^«\ i.\ t'be cv>inplete pnblieation of the 

^^^^\\^ ,»•• K vx*** »iuvu»\^\l S- Vi^KVBti nerer appeared. A small 

o,,,, I. MtM I u-^v ^> \X'4* iNvH^jKt bv ViwoBti to haTe been a place 

1^,^ ,,.,,. .(« ... (vav« Ow \'\k\% y^i M;^ctM Mater. See also Paaehetto^ op. 
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achola of the dendrophori, identified by an inscription ; here 
there were two altars, dedicated undoubtedly to Cybele and 
to Attia. In a niche in the schola was found a seated statue 
of Cybele of about half life size. The head and fore-arms 
were lacking." In front of the temple was a large quad- 
rangular area, open toward the temple, and shut in on the 
other sides by a portico and by rooms opening on the area.* 
The space was never paved; the ancient level showed a 
stratum of fine yellow sand. The fragmentary inscriptions 
(40, 41) found there suggest that the taurobolia were per- 
formed in this area, which must have been well adapted to 
these sacrifices. There can be little doubt that this was the 
campus Matris deum where P. Clodius Abascantus erected 
a statue of his son. Compare 324. P. CI. P. f. Horat. Aba- 
se antiano fil. dulcissimo P. 01. Abascantus pater qq. II. 
Corp. dendropborum Ostiens; (on another side) M. Antiue 
Crescens Calpumianus pontif. Volk. et aedium sacrar. sta- 
tuam poni in campo Matris deum infantilem permisi VIII. 
KaL April. [Plautiano] II. et Geta II. cos. (203 a. d.). 
In this area was found the well-known reclining statue of 
Attis, now in the Lateran Museum, the best statue of the 
god in existence.^ On its plinth is the inscription (38): 
Numini Attis C. Cartilius Euplus ex monitu deae. Here 
too a bronze statue of Venus, also in the Lateran Museum, 
came to ligbt.^ Probably this statue waa originally either 

'Ann. deU'Iml. 1888, p. 3W)i Paschetto, op. ci(. p. 372. ThtB ststue 
doea not seem to be in the Lateran now. It cannot be identical with ft 
eoloBBal Btatue of Cybele in the Villa Palca, which ia uid to have 
oonie from Oetia. Cf. Matz and von Duhn, Antike Bilduerke i» Rom. 
I. p. 241, no. 903. 

• Viwonti, (. 0. pp. 209 ff. 

'Reproduced Mon. dfU'Inat. ix. Tav. vni. a; Showerman, op. oil. 
opposite p. 288. Cf. Helbig, Fihrer, I. no. 721. The statue is par- 
ticular]; interesting because Attis is represented holding a half-moon, 
an attribute of Men, who was often identiSed with Attis in the Roman 
cult. C(. Cumont, op. oil. p. 62. 

•Helbig, op. at. 1. no. 720; if on. deU'Intt. n. Tav. vm. 
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in the temple, where it may have been dedicated to Magna 
Mater, or in the schola of the dendrophori, where statues 
of Terra Mater, Silvanus, and Mars were placed*^ 

Aside from the inscription on the statue of Attis, onlj one 
dedicatory inscription to the Phrygian gods has come to 
light: /. O. XIV. 913 [^urt] aOapdroK f Pc^; re teal 'Arm] 

A great many names of priests, devotees, and temple atten- 
dants of the cult occur in the inscriptions. Both men and 
women were sacerdotes of the goddess. The sarcophagus 
of one priestess, which is now in the Vatican, ^^ has the 
inscription (371 add.) : D. m. C. lunius PaL Euhodus 
magister qq. collegi fabr. tign. Ostis. lustri XXI. fecit sibi 
et Metiliae Acte sacerdoti M. d. m. colon* Ost. coiug. sano- 
tissime. The inscribed tablet is on the front of the cover 
of the sarcophagus. On either side of it lighted torches 
are represented in relief; on the left are a tympanon and 
a lagobolon, on the right, cymbals and a double flute, all 
objects which were used in the worship of Magna Mater. 

Two sacerdotes of the shrine of the goddess at Portus are 
known from a cippvs which bears the inscription (429): 
L. Valerius L. fil. Fyrmus sacerdos Isidis Ostens et M(atris) 
d(eum) Trastib.** fee. sibi. The reliefs on this small 
cippxis, representing a pitcher, two small boxes, a cock, an 
hydria, and lotus flowers refer to the cults of both Isis and 

*Cf. 21 add., which records the dedication of a statue of Venus to 
Isis and Bubastis. 

*• Omitted by Cagnat, Inscr, Or. ad rea Rom. pert. Cf. Drexler s. t. 
Meter, Roscher, col. 2919; Hepding, Attis, aeine Mjfthen und aein Kult, 
Giessen, 1903, p. 82. 

"Museo Chiaramonti, 179; Amelung, 8c. dea. Vat. Mua. i. p. 429, 
Taf. 45; Altmann, Architectur und Omamentik der antiken Sarkophagef 
p. 104. The reliefs on the sarcophagus represent the myth of Alcestia. 

**M(ater) d(eum) Tra(n)stib(erina) est eadem atque M(ater) 
d(eum) m(agna) Port (us) Augusti et Traiani Felicis (n. 408), ita 
appellata ab Ostiensibus quod Tiberis inter moenia ooloniae et Portum 
interfluebat. (Dessau.) 
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Magna Mater.'^ Compare also 408(a) Salonia Carpime 
Saloniae Euterpe saeerdoti M. d. m. Port. Aug. et Traiani 
Felicis patronae suae optiraae bene merenti fecit et aibi et 
Salonio Hermeti Salonio Dorae Saloniae Tertiae et eor. fiiie 
pars dimidia intrantib. laeva. (b) M. Ciitiii3 Rusticua 
tibico (sic) M. d. m. Portus Aug. et Traiani Felicis fecit 
sibi et Cutiae Theodote et libertia libertabusq. posterisq. 
eoruni pars dimidia ad dextra. 

ArchigalU of the colony are mentioned in three inscrip- 
tions : 34 elicis Q. Caeciiiua Fuacus archi- 

gallus coloniae Ostensis imaginem Matris deimi argenteam 
p. i. cum si. gno (sic) Nemesera '^ kannophris Ostiensibus 
d-d. 35. Q. Caecilius Fuseus archigallus c. O. imaginem 
Attia argentiam p. i. cum sigillo frugem aereo '^ camiophoris 

"Cf. Benndorf and Schoene, op. cit. pp. 52-53, Taf. xvn. 2; Altmann, 
Die Tiimiacken Orabattiire der Eaiserzeil, p. 237, Fig. 191. 

"Cum aigno Tt'emesfm (tor Nemesid) indicates that Cjbele in the 
etfttue presented was represented holding a Htatuette of Nfmesis in 
her band. Sirailartj, meUalliuns of Smyrna of the time of Septimius 
BeveniB show Cybele holding in her right hand two figurines which 
represent the two Neme»ca whose cult there was perhaps asaociated 
with hers. Cf, Deehanne ». v. Cybele, Daremberg and Saglio, p. 1687. 

"Cum aigiUo fnigem aereo obviously corresponds to eum aigno 
Tferoesem of the preceding inscription. C. L. Viseonti, .4nn. deU'lnat. 
1B68, p. 303 says " Debbe intendersi che Atti avea, forae in mano, un 
taacio di spighe. lavorato in bronzo. probabilmente dorato." DeSHau 
finds this explanation unsatisfactory. Cumont a. v, Attis. Huggiero, 
points out that tigillum must mean a statuette, in contrast to imago, 
the large statue, and thinks it probable that frugem is written for 
fnigis or Phrygia, i. e. a priest of Attia, Cf. Dionys. ii. 10; Propertius 
n. 22, 16, The scene would then represent the priest worshiping Attit, 
ft scene similar to that of the woman of the Venetian Bas-relief. Cf. 
BoBcher, i, p. 726, It seems to me more probable that Frugem is here 
a personification — a view suggested hy Dessau, CIL. Xiv p. 565. Attia, 
who was often represented holding flowers, fruit, and grain as in the 
■tatue from Ostia, could very well have been portrayed holding a 
Statuette of Fnix. However, I know of no such representation of the 
god. Unfortunately the second volume of Hepding'e work on Attis, 
containing the complete collection of the monuments for the cult, has 
BOt appeared. Though there is no evidence for the personification of 
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Ostiensibus donum dedit. 385 (Small marble cista found 
in the area described above) ^® M. Modius Maxximua archi- 
gallus coloniae Ostiensis. On top of the cista there is a 
oock. To the right of the inscription are reliefs of a curved 
flute and a pedum; a representation of a reed pipe breaks 
up the letters of the latter part of the inscription. Especially 
interesting because of its bearing on the Attis myth is the 
relief to the left of the inscription, in which Attis and the 
lion of Cybele are represented among reeds. ^^ 

An apparitor of the goddess at Ostia who was the freed- 
man of a priest (probably of Magna Mater) is mentioned 
in 53: C. Atilius Bassi sacerdotis lib. Felix apparator M. 
d. m. signum Silvani dendrophoris Ostiensibus d.d. The 
inscription of a tibicen of the shrine in Portus has been 
cited. 

The title pater, which is frequently used to denote an 
initiate in the cult of Mithras, occurs at Ostia as the name 
of an initiate of the Phrygian cult. With it is found also 
the title mater.^^ Compare 37. Q. Domitius Aterianus 
pat(er) et Domitia Civitas mat(er) signum Attis cann. 
Ost. d. d. (On this base are represented a syrinx, a lituus, 

the singular Fnix, the plural Fruges, which is more frequently used, 

is personified in CIL. v 3227 elia sacr. Frugibus et Feminis. In 

view of the large number of deified abstractions known in later Roman 
Religion the deification of Frux seems natural. 

"C. L. Visconti, Ann, delVInsU 1869, pp. 240-245; if on. delVlnsU Et. 
Tav. vnia. 1. 

'^Visconti, I. c, finds in this relief important evidence for the Attis 
myth. He thinks that Cybele finaUy found Attis hiding in thick reeds 
on the banks of the Gallos. This would then throw light on the words 
canna intrai found in the Fasti PhilooaU for March 15th (cf. CIL, i* 
p. 260), and on the institution of the cannophori; Cumont s. v. Canno- 
pJiori, Pauly-Wissowa, says : " Die Cista aus Ostia . . . giebt keinen 
sicheren Anhaltspunkt. Es scheint jedoch, dass das Cannophorenfest 
an die Aussetzung und Entdeckung des Attis am Ufer des Gallos 
erinnerte." 

"Hepding {op. cit. p. 154, p. 187) notes that pater and mater refer 
here to rank among the worshipers of the goddess, rather than to offices 
among the cannophori or dendrophori. 
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and a Phrygian cap.) 69, Virtutem dendrop(horie) ex 
arg(eiiti) p(ondo duobus) lunia Zosime mat(er) d. d. 

Taurobolia were performed both at Ostia and at Portus, 
and there ia evidence for the criobolium also at the former 
place. One inscription, which comes either from Oatia op 
from Portus, records the performance of the taurobolium 
for an individiial: 39. Aemilia Serapiaa taurobolium fecit 
et aram taurobolatam posuit per aacerdotes Valerio Pan- 
carpo Idib. Mais. AnuUino II. et Frontone cos. (199 a. d.). 
Three fragmentary inscriptions record taurobolia made pub- 
liclj', probably in every ease by the cannophori for the 
emperor and bis household, the senate, equestrian order, 
army, decuriones of Oatia etc: "* 40. Taurob[olium factum 
Matri deum magn. Idaeae pro salute] Im[p. Caesaris] M. 
Aurei[i Antoniui Aug. et] L. Aureli [Commodi Caes et] 
Faustinafe Aug. Matris cafltro]nim libe[ronimque eorum 
senatus XVvir s. f. equestr.] ordin. ex[ercituum - . . ] navi- 
gan[tium . • . ] decurio[num^'' col. Oat. . . . ] canno[phori 
. . . ] nat. . .in. . . 42. Taurob[olium factum Matri deum] 
magnae Id[aeae pro salute et victoria] Imp. Caes. C. V[ibi 
Treboniani Galli Pii] Fel. Aug. et [imp.'Cae8.'C.'vibi Afini 
Galli] Veldum[niani VoI]usiani P[ii Fel,] Aug. tot[iu]sq. 
domus divin. cor. [et] 3en[atua X]V vir s. f. equestr. ordin. 
ex[ercituum . . . . ] navigantium » .. . 43. Taurobolium fac- 
tum Matr. deum magn. Idaeae pro salut. et redit, et victor. 
imp. . . . The criobolium seems to have been performed 
under the same auspices. Cf. 41. Crinobolium factum 
[Matri] deum magn. Ideae pr[o salute] imp. Caes. La . . . 
etc. These aacriliees made by the cannophori may be com- 
pared with Apuleins' report of the prayers offered by the 
paslophori at the time of the festival of Isia in Kenchreai.'* 



" Cf ■ Debtiau, s. 40-43. On the tnurobolium see Wiasowa. Religion 
Id Huf(i«,' pp. 323-325. 

" Sacra faciunt cannophori ; fortaase decurionum quoque mentio 

I, non ad formulam voti. p«rtinet (Desaau). 
"AinileiuB, Sletam. xi. 17. See p. 71, n. 20. 
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Tauroholia at Portus^ on the other hand, seem to have 
been performed under the direction of the archigdUus of 
Home, probably on the occasion of the departure of an em- 
peror from there.^* Cf. Ulpian, De ExciLsationibus.^^ Is 
qui in portu pro salute imperatoris sacrum facit ex vatir 
cinatione archigalli a tutelis excusatur. We have seen that 
Magna Mater is the only deity except Mithras who is known 
to have had temples both at Ostia and at Portus. It is 
possible that her shrine at Portus, with which an area like 
the campus at Ostia for the performance of tauroholia was 
probably connected, was established as a place for sacrifices 
in honor of the emperors. 

The finds at Ostia show clearly the close relation of the 
dendrophori and the cannophori with the cult of Magna 
Mater.^* Immediately adjoining the rear of the temple of 
the goddess there is a large irregular room of almost trape- 
zoidal shape which is identified as the schola of the dendro- 
phori by the inscription of late third century date, (45) : 
Numini domus Aug. d[endrophori Ostien]8es scolam quam 
sua pecunia constit[uerant novis sumjptibus a solo [resti- 
tuerunt].^*^ Along the walls of the room, except on the side 
toward the Metroum, is a stone bench spacious enough to 
provide seating capacity for fifty members of the college. 
In the centre of the room there were two altars, used, no 
doubt, for sacrifices to Attis and Cybele.^* This schola 
must have been adorned with the statues of various gods 

"Cf. Dessau, I. c. 

^Fragmenta Vaticana, 148. 

"Cf. Cumont s. v. cannophori, dendrophori, Pauly-Wissowa, and s. v. 
oannophorus, Ruggiero ; Aurigemma s. v. dendrophorus, ibid. For a new 
theory of the origin of the dendrophori see von Domazewski, I, o, p. 53. 

*Cf. Hepding, op. oit, p. 154, on the connection of the dendrophori 
with the imperial cult in the later period. Cf. also Aurigenuna, I, c. 
p. 1704. 

"Cf. Visconti, I. c. pp. 385 ff.; Aurigemma, I. c, p. 1679. For plan 
see Mon. delVInsi, ym. Tav. lz. B; De Marchi, II oulio privaio di 
Roma antioa, n. Tav. vi. 
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which are known to have been presented to the dendrophori 
by members of their body and by devotees of Cybele. 
InacriptJona record gifts of statues of Silvanus (53), Terra 
Mater (6T), Mars (33), and Virtus (69), to the college. 
It is not fair, however, to assume from the fact that these 
statues were presented to the dendrophori that all these gods 
were worshiped by the college. Although Terra Mater, who 
was sometimes identified with Cybele,^'' and Silvanus were 
certainly worshiped by tbera, there is no reason to believe 
that such was the case with Mars and Virtus. Aurigemma ** 
suggests that these gods may have been the special protectors 
of the persons who dedicated statues of them, or that the 
statues may have been given simply to adorn the schola. 
Statues of the emperors seem also to have stood there. The 
bases of statues of Antoninus Piu3 (97) and Lucius Verua 
(107) have been found. 

Seven inscriptions of the cannophori came to light in a 
niche of this schola in the substructures of the temple. 
Since the cannophori are known from an inscription ^" to 
have had a schola of their own, it seems probable that these 
inscriptions had been removed from it. Two of them are 
on bases made for statues of emperors.^" Two others record 
the presentation to the cannophori of statues of Magna Mater 
and Altis by Q. Caeciliua Fuscus, archigallus of the 
colony." A second statue of Attis was presented by two 
devotees of the Phrygian gods who bore the titles pater and 
mater (37). A gift of another statue of Cybele is recorded 
in 36: Calpurnia Chelido typum Matris deum argenti p. 



"Cf. Oraillot, Melange* Perrot, p. 142, n, 7-8. Anrigemma, I. e. 
p. 1S78, Be^ms not to know of this identiflcation. 

" Euggiero, I. c. 

"Cf. 285. Dessau suspects tbe anthenticitj' of tbis inscription. 

"116, 117, Cf. 118, 119. 

"34, 36. Cumont a. v. eannopharun, Ruggiero, suggests that the 
priests of Cybele and Attis may have held a place among the eannophori. 
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■worehipers of Ibib and Sarapis to PortuB. A Sarapevm. was 

established at Portua by Alexandrians, and modelled after 
the great sanctuary of tbe god at Alexandria. Its datable 
monuments belong to tbe early third century after Christ. 
Isis, on the other hand, had a temple at Ostia where she 
may have been worshiped as a goddess of the sea before 
there was much direct intercourse between Ostia and Egypt. 

The worship of Isis and Sarapis was, as always, closely 
related at Ostia and Portus. We find at Ostia dedications 
to Sarapis, and evidence for the existence of a small sbrine 
of Isis at Portus. Bubastis, another Egyptian goddess, 
shares with Isis one dedication from Ostia. The monu- 
ments indicate that tbe Egyptian gods were most important 
at the port during the late second and early third centuries, 
just when their worship was at its height at Rome. 

Isis. That the heum, which has not been definitely lo- 
cated/' was at Ostia is proved by the title of the priests of 
the goddess — sacerdos Isidis Ostiensis. Compare 429. L. 
Valerius L. fil. Fyrmus sacerdos Isidis Ostens. ct M. D. 
Trastib. fee. sibi.* 437. D. [m.] M. Ulpi Faed[imi sacer]- 

dotis Isi[dis Ost?] etc. EE. ii 474. D] m tiani 

decur, Ost. [omnib. hon]or. firact. Sal. L. L lie 

maioris [sacerdo]s Isidis Ost. [incomp]arabilissimo. Com- 
pare also EE. IX 471. Another priest, probably of the same 
temple, has the title sacerdos sanctae reginae: 352 a. D. 
Fabio D. filio Pal. Floro Veraiio sacerdot. sanct. reg[in] 



'Ptuchetto (op. cit. p. 401) notes that a number of objectB having 
to do with the cult of Ibib were found in the region between the 
■o-called temple of Vulcan and the river, and suggeBl« that the temple 
of the goddesH is to be sought in that vicinity. He enumerates two 
inaeriptions (20, SI), a statue of a Icneeling paatopkoroa (present 
whereabnuta unknown), a gclilptured pilaster with lotua leaves on it, 
now in the Lateran (Benndorf and Schoene, op. cit. no. 546), and some 
small fragments of sculpture of Egyptian et.vle. 

"It is noteworthy that Fyrmus was priest of Magna Mater at Portus. 
Tbe reliefs on his monuments represent objects connected with the culta 
of both Cybele and Isia. Cf. Drexler s. v, Isis, GoBcher, col. 443. 
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she made Bacrifices to Isis." Anubiaci, or attendants who 
carried the image of the dog-headed Anubia in festivals of 
the Egyptian gods, also very rarely mentioned in inscrip- 
tiona,'^ are found at Ostia. A BubasHaca/^ or initiate of 
the cult of Bubastis, completes the list of these devotees of 
the Egyptian gods. The entire absence of evidence for 
pastophori is strange. In view of the prominence of the 
sacred colleges connected with the worship of Magna Mater, 
we should expect to find similar organizations in the cult 
of Isis, It is possible that the discovery of the temple of 
the goddess will prove the exiatenc* of this college. 

Dedications from Oatia give further evidence for the cult 
of Isia. In a pro salute inscription (20), she is invoked 
together with Sarapis, Silvanus, and the Lares.'* A frag- 
mentary inscription groups her with Sarapis: EE. rx 435 
Duo v[ir] Isi et S[erapi ta]bemas. In another case she 
is grouped with Bubastis: 31 add. Isidi Buba8[ti] Ve- 
ner(em} arg(enteam) p(ondo unum semissera) cor(onam) 
aur(eam) p{ondo uncias tres scriptula tria), cor(onam) 
anal(empsiacam) p(ondo uncias quinque scriptula octo) 
Caltil(ia) Diodora Bubastiaca fosfamento dedit.^' Compare 
also EE. VII 1194, P. Cornelius P. f. Victorinus Isiacus 
et Anubiacus et decurialis scriba librariua col. Ost. signum 
Martis cum equiliolo Isidi reginae restitutrici salutis suae 
d. d. 



"1044. Flaviac Caeciliae et Q. (MJaeci luvclnlalis. The inscrip- 
tion is written on a terra coUa epintj'le. To the leU of the name of 
Ftavia Caecilia are reliefs of a hull, a tUtruin, and a haaket ot fruit; 
to the right, a bull, a sistrum. and a litula on which there is a bust, 
probably of Harpocration. Cf. Benndort and Schoeoe, op. cit. p, 388. 

"352. EE. VII 1194. Found also at Nemauaus, CIL. xu 3043. The 
title is equivalent to Anubofoms. which occurs at Vienna, CIL. xn 1019. 
Anubis Boenia to have had no separate worship bere, but to have been 
honored with the other Egyptian gods, 

"21. Found also at Rome. CIL. vi 3880 = 32484. 

"Quoted p. 39. 

■*Cf. Marucchi, tl Muwo Egiziano Vatieanc, p. SIS. 
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Inscriptions give no information as to the nature of the 
worship of Isis at Ostia* We do not even know certainly 
whether she was worshiped in her temple there as goddess 
of the sea* It is, however, probable that she was so wor- 
shiped, since this aspect of the goddess was common else- 
where, and since the annual festival of the Bomans which 
emphasized this side of her cult was apparently celebrated 
at the harbor. 

This state festival, known as navigium Isidis, marked the 
opening of the sea for navigation in the spring. It is re- 
corded under the date March fifth in the Menologia Bustica 
and in the Fasti Philocali ^® and is frequently mentioned in 
the later literature of the Empire.^'' The most important 
part of the celebration was the launching of a ship dedicated 
to the goddess. While there is no direct evidence to enable 
us to determine where this festival took place, it is probable 
that the Bomans celebrated it at the mouth of the Tiber. 
We have seen that they went to Ostia to sacrifice to Castor 
and Pollux as gods of the sea, and it is natural that Isis 
as goddess of the sea should also have been honored there. 
Compare Lyd. De Mens, iv 32. T^ irpo rpi&v ii(ov&v 
tdaprliov 6 irXoik rfj^ "'I<rtSo9 hrereXeirOy iv ft-t xal vDp 
r€XovvT€9 tcaXowrc irKoM^^iaia • ij hk *I<rt9 t^ hvfinrrltiv 
ifxov^ irakaii^ <rrffia{v€Taiy rouriamv fi aeXi^vrj * teal irpotnjKSvTw^ 
avT^v TifJL&tnv ivapx^fi^voi r&v daXarrUnv oB&v, Apuleius 
gives us a very minute description of the celebration of 
this festival at Kenchreai.*® A splendid procession of wor- 
shipers, initiates, and priests went to the sea, and there a 
beautiful ship, adorned with emblems of the goddess, was 
dedicated by the chief priest, laden with rich gifts, and 
launched. Apuleius describes the elaborate procession. It 
was led by women clad in white garments, some of whom 

*»Cf. OIL, !,■ p. 311; WisBowa, op. oii,, p. 364. 

"Ci. Lactant I. 11. 21; AuBon. De Per. 24; Veget. iv. 30. 

^ApuIeiuB, Meiam. xi. 8-17. 
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seattered flowers and balsam. Then followed a large number 

of devotees of the goddess, both men and women, carrying 
lamps and torches. Pipers and fiute-playera and a chorus 
of youths preceded the initiates. Temple attendants and 
priests of the goddess, bearing sacred symbols and images 
of the gods, completed the procession. We can imagine a 
similar celebration at Ostia.'* The yearly recurrence of 
sucli a festival may account for the fact that more devotees 
of the Egyptian gods are known from the inscriptions of 
Ostia than from any other place. It is noteworthy that the 
image of Anubis was carried in the procession at Kenchreai. 
At Ostia the AnubJaci whose names we know probably car- 
ried the image on similar occaBiona.^" 

Additional evidence that Isis was regarded as goddess of 
the sea at Ostia is perhaps afforded by a small bronze lamp 
and a wall-painting. In the recent escavations near the 
baths a hanging lamp in the form of a ten-beaked ship came 
to light." On its flat top are reliefs representing Isis, 
Sarapis, and Harpocration. The lamp may have been a 
votive offering to the goddeas. The wall-paintinp, which 
was discovered on the Via Laurentina just outside Ostia, 
represents Mercury standing beside a ship which is being 

"Dieterich [Sommertag, p. 37)) hat mode the interestint; iuggmtion 
that a painting from a tomb near Ostia (now in the Vatican Library) 
tnay represent the navigium Isidia. Cf. Nogara, Antichi Affrcuchi dtl 
Tatieano « del Laterana. pp. 78-77, PI. SUX. The scene represents the 
preparation for a festival in whi^h a ship is to be drawn on a cart 
by two boys. In the absence, however, of any of the distinctive em- 
blems of the cult of Isis, it is impossible to come to any definite 
Mnclusion in the matter. 

"According to Apuleius, ch. 17, after the launching of the aacred 
■hip, the procession made its way to the temple of the ^ddess where 
prayers were said by a scribe of the paatophori — principi magna tena- 
tuiqite el eguiti totoque Romano populo, naulicit nooibu* quaeque tub 
jmperio mundi Tioatratia regunWr. The similarity of this prayer to the 
form of the records of laurobolia made by the eannophori has been 
Boted above. 

'NB. ie09, p. 119, Fig. 2; Aroh. Ant. ISIO, col. 180. 
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loaded, apparently with grain. At the stem are written the 
words (2028) I sis Giminiana, unquestionably the name of 
the boat, which may have been a river craft used for trans- 
porting grain from Ostia to Eome.** Names of gods who 
bad no special powers over the sea were, however, so often 
given to ships that the name of this ship cannot be con- 
sidered as strong evidence for the worship of Isis at Ostia 
as goddess of the sea-^* 

Sarapis. Greek inscriptions, two of which are certainly 
of the period of the Severi, prove the existence of a Sarapeum 
of considerable importance at Portus: 

IG. XIV 914: 'Tirkp] <rt»n][p{a^'\ . . . Mdptcov AvptfXCov 
Xeoui/pot; * A\€^dvSpo{y) Evtu^oS? Eure/8ov9 'S.e^^aarov) xal 
'lot/Xia? [Mafiaia^] le/Scurrif: fAfjrpoi ^l3(aaTov) Ail 'H\l^ 
/Mtydkip XapaTTiSi xal roi9 awvdot,^ 0&>k M. Avpi/Xio? ''Hpofp 
moiKopo^ roS iv Wdprrtp ^apdiriSo^, eirl Aapyiv(ip BeiraX^yt 
hpxi\nn}piTii icaX KafJL€iv€VT^ xal Avpi/Xii^'E^^S^ teal 2 [a] XmvC^ 
S$[o']B6t(p Upoifxovoi^ Kol KafJL€iv€VTal[^ ic]al(?)T^ UpoBovXeCa^ 
hv4$r)icw hr ayaO^. (On another side) iir ayaO^' iirl 
Vpap(ov *Ptt)fia[wO?].** 

I hid, 016: Ail *HX/(^ fjLeydXtp SapaTriSt koI toI^ awvdom 
0$i>U T<) fcpfjwlBtiOP, XafAirdSa apyvpav, fiwfAov^ rpel^^ 
WuKitKu)(^fOif, fivfuan/jpiop emrvpov, fitWpa Bvo A« Kcuraio^ 
Vtif^i^X^f^* i^fa>/tfJf>09 TO? fuydXov SapcnriSo?, inrkp eu^dpurrUK 
A^il()tf4$if iw' hy%9^, Permissu C. Nasenni Marcelli pontificis 
VolrMiil ot uotlium sacrarum et Q. LoUi Bufi Chrysidiani ei 
M. Aoinili VitttliH Cropereiani Iluir.^*^ 

*Niiw III thu Vatican Library. Cf. C. L. Viseonti, Ann, deU'Inst, 
iBim, |i. au:i, Tav. d'AKK- 'I'l Nogara, op, cit, PI. xlvi. 

** l.Mttiaii, \\\Qh¥ 4 •i^x*'* describes a large grain ship called Isis, 
i^tilitli Umi bmsii blown from its course on the way from Alexandria to 
lUtmti, Hiid Um\ |>iit in Hnally at the Peiraeus. The name Isis was also 
liiifHh Ut nliliiM III this Uouian navy» of. E. Ferrero s. v. clasaia, Ruggiero. 

«« in^fn ih. aU rpti Horn, pert, i. 389. The provenance of this in- 
#f(Mf«niiii uimI (if till* following one is uncertain, but there is no reason 
^,^ |.Im> ifilf Mmhii iiiulur Oitia. as Kaibel and Cagnat do. They more 
^.r^liHl'lr HMMw fnmi I'orius, 

^ fhhl »W», ifth, XIV 47. 
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Ibid. 916; Aii 'HX^ /«7a\p 2[ap]aV(S( xal to« ctv[i']- 
vdoK Oeoli Tov deoiftiX^raTOP va.[fr7r]ov M. Aiip. l-ap- 
[aJTriwv traXaia-rij^ TrapaSo^oi; (Tvv t^ iraTpl M. Aiip. Aij- 
[^jjjT/Ji'p T^ [""]' ['A]^o/c/jo[t](W[, (So[u]XevT^ t^t 

1 Tiij^oi^tS ave6rjKap.€v stt' ayaS^. — \.pv<Tdv6iva.^ 

Ibid. 917:" 'Twep ffaTjjpiai xai i^rawSov Kal al8(ov 
1 Siatioinji tS>v Kvptwv avTOKpaTopiwv) "^eovTjpov koX 'AirTta~ 
■ vCpov Koi 'louXi'a? Sey8(o<rr^) koI toO avinraina'; avrSiv qIkov 
KaX i/irep ev-KKoCai TrainK tov aroKov ttjv 'ABpaaTiav^ avv 
Ty frepl avTT)v Kotrp,^ T, OvaXepicK 'S.^prjvo'i vetoKopoi tov 
/teydXov 'S.'t'P'i-TriSo'i, a iTrtfteXriTri'i Traerw tou ' AXe^avSpeivov 
OTiiXav, eVi KX, 'lovXianov ivdp^ov fvSepfi'a^. 

Ibid. 919 : ^epijvov Si^i^io? o Kpdriajo<! vtatKopoi etc t&v 
iiitov aveBijKa,'^ 

Ibid. 929 : ^cprfvot veoK^pov av^T]ic€i/.^ 

Ibid. 921 : Xtp^viK 6 Trpeff/SiSraTo? veoKopoi avedifKa,^^ 

Another neocorus of this temple is mentioned in the 
tXatin inBcriptioD, probably from Portus: 188. [Dia mani- 

■/iHW. Or. ad re» Ron. pert. 381, Cf, 0»tti, Bull. com. 1886, pp. 
.1T3-1B0. Tbu inscription was found at Portua. 

"liucr. Or. ad rea Bom. perl. 380. This inscription dates from 201 

1 when Scptimiua Sevenu and bis train returned to Sjria from Egypt. 

1 It WM found at Fiumicino. 

I " Usuallj written Adrasteia. She was a Phrygian goddesH who from 

I the time of Antimachoe was ideotil^ed with Nemesis. Cf. Tllmpet. b. v. 
Adr&Bteia, Pauly-Wissowa. Nemesia was identified with Isis, especially 
Kt DeloB. Cf. Drexler s. v. laie, Roacber, cola. 543 ff. The statue dedi- 
cated lo Sarapis by Serenus must have represented lais aj an avenging 
(oddeaa. The only mention of Adraatcia in Latin inacriptiona occura 
In a dedication to the goddeea (whose name is again written Adraatia) 
Which Steuding a, v. Adraatia, Koacher. and Kuggiero a. v. refer to 
■ome local goddess. Since the cult of Nemesis existed in Dacia (cf. 

'Bosshach a. v. NemeHia, Roacher, col. 139), it ia more probable that 

( Adraatia is here simply a name for Kemeais, 

j ^ Inter. Or. ad rea Horn. pert. I. 384. Found at Portus. 

I "Ibid. 301. Found at Ostia. 

"Of uncertain origin, but probably from Portua. Quoted by Cagnat, 
hSVI. 
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bus] . . item leg. Ill I[taL scribae] *' aed. cor. aaoerd. 
bidentalL neooori lovis magni Sarap. Fundania P. f. Pris- 
eilla marito optimo et sibi fecit. 

Dessau baa proved from these inscriptions that the Sara- 
peum at Portns was modelled on the great sanctuary of the 
god at Alexandria.^ It will be noticed that a senator 
from Alexandria made one of the dedications, and that 
SerenuSy who seems to have been in charge of the Alexan- 
drian fleet, was neocorus, apparently at Portus. The form 
of address of the god used in these dedications, Zcv? ^Xio? 
fUyai9 '^dpairv;^ and the title of the priests, veMidpo^ rovfteydkov 

SafHf^i&>9,^ are identical with those that occur in the in- 
scriptions of Alexandria. The title Up6^enn^ is also found 
among the titles of the temple attendants of both sanctu- 
aries.'* Moreover the use of Greek in all the inscriptions 
relating to the Sarapeum at Portus, except in one sepulchral 
inscription, is most easily explained through the close rela- 
tionship of the shrine at this harbor with the great Alex- 
andrian temple. Shipmasters from Alexandria, who seem 
to have had entire charge of the transport of grain from 
Egypt to Portus, probably established and supported the 
Sarapeum there.'^ The many temple attendants indicate 
that the temple must have been very important in the early 
part of the third century.'® 

"This is the reading of Villefoese, quoted by Dessau, BB, ix p. 356. 

" Bull. deWInsi, 1882, pp. 152 ff. Cf. s. CIL. xiv 47, and Mommsen, 
Provinces of the Roman Empire, n. p. 279 and n. 2; Gatti, I. c. 

•• Cf . Inter. Or. ad reM Rom. pert. I. 1049, 1060 = CIO. 4683. 

"Cf. 10. xiY 1102-1104, for inscriptions of neoeori of the Alexandrian 
shrine found at Rome. 

** Cf . CIO. 4864 = Dittenberger, OrimtiM Oraeeae insoriptioneB 9eleetae, 
n. 699. 

"Gatti, {. e. p. 176, believes that the megaron of Portus whose 
restoration l^ laiaei is recorded was a part of the Sarapeum of Portus. 
However the use of Latin in the inscriptions militates against the view. 

"A leg of a tripod made of red porphyry, found in the excavations 
of the Torlonia family, is now in the Museo Torlonia. According to 
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Dedications prove that Sarapis was worahiped at Ostia 
I also. Two inscriptions in wbicli he is addressed with Isis 
, have been cited above. In the recent escavations between 
the baths and the theatre the following inscription was dis- 
covered; 'Aya6^ "^"^S ^^V /*eT"iX^ "^apoTret 11, 'AnewXXio? 
fleoSoTW iiyip (sic) 'A;^tA.Xi'ov XpvffdvBovt toS vlov.*' Since 
the form of address here differs from that quoted above, 
il is probable that this dedication belonged to a private 
ahrine, rather than to the temple at Portua. 

A statue or bust of Sarapis which stood somewhere near 
the sea in Ostia plays an important part in the Octaviua 
of Minucius Felix. See ii. 4. Jtaque cum diluciUo ad mare 
inambulando liiore pergeremus ut et aura adspirans leniter 
membra vegetaret, ei cuvi eximia voluptate m.olli vestigia 
cedens harena auhsideret, Caecilius simulacro Serapidis de- 
notata ut v\dgus superstitiosum solet, manum ori admovens 
asculum labiis impresait. It will be remembered that it 
was this act of Caecilius which provoked the long argument 
on Christianity in the Ociavius. Two busts of Sarapis, a 
very small one of bronze *" and another of marble,** were 
found in recent excavations at Ostia, 

Bubastis. A dedication to Isis and Bubaatis set up by 
a Bubastiaca baa been cited.** The latter goddess, honored 
here as elsewhere with Isis,*^ probably had no separate 
shrine at Ostia, though Ruggiero suggests that an inscription 
published among those of Rome which mentions a sacerdos 
Bubasiium may be from Ostia.** 

Vitconti, busts of Isis and Typhon are repreaented on it. He make* 
the suggestion that it probablj- stood in the Sarapeum of PortUR. Cf. 
C. L. Visronti, Catalogue of (he Miueo Torlonia, n. SO. 

"KS. 1909, p. S6. Annie tpig. 1000, n. 212. 

- ys. 1008, p. 248. 

"Ibid. 1910, p. 83, Fig. 6, p. 64. 

•21 add. 

"Cf. OIL. m 4234. 

" OIL. VI 2249, Ct. s. V. BubastJB, Ruggiero. 
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SYSIAN GODS 

Before the construction of the port of Trajan, the Syrians 
usually came to Borne by way of Puteoli where they had an 
important colony.^ When, in the early part of the second 
century after Christ, the port of Trajan offered their mer- 
chants its spacious accommodations, the Syrians seem often 
to have found it more convenient to settle at Bome than at 
the port In the case of the Tyrians definite evidence on 
this point is supplied by a letter which their citizens in 
Puteoli wrote to the mother city in 172 a. d.^ From this 
letter we learn that the Tyrians had two warehouses in Italy, 
one at Puteoli and one at Bome, and that because of their 
decreasing numbers and wealth, the Tyrians at Puteoli were 
forced to ask assistance from their fellow townsmen in 
Bome, in order to pay the necessary rent for their warehouse. 

This tendency of Syrian merchants to settle in Bome 
probably explains why comparatively few dedications to 
Syrian gods have been found at Portus, and none at all at 
Ostia, where their merchants must have come in large num- 
bers. There is no definite evidence that a temple of any 
of their gods existed at either place, though it is not im- 
probable that there was a temple of Mamas at Portus. A 
Syrian who was connected with a shrine of his native gods 
in Bome set up an inscription to Jupiter Heliopolitanus. 
A Boman soldier and a group of Boman mariners made 
dedications to Jupiter Dolichenus, the god of inland Com- 
magene, whose worship was naturally propagated by soldiers 
quartered in that region rather than by merchants. Dedi- 
cations to Dea Syria are unknown at the port. Late 
evidence proves the celebration of the Syrian festival 
Maiumas here. 

^Blttmner, RdmUche Privat-AliertUmer, pp. 624, 633. 
*IG. XIV 830; Inwr. Or, ad res rom, peri. i. 421. Dubois, op, eii. 
pp. 83 ff. 
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Jnpltei Heliopolitanns. The following dedication was 
disoovered in tJie excavations of the Torlonia family at Por- 
tus: 24. I, O. M. Angeio " Helicip(olitano) pro salute 
imperator. Antonini et Commodi Angg. Gatonaa d. d. (dated 
177-180 A. D. when Marcus Anrelius and Commodus were 
ruling together). This is certainly the same Gaionas who 
is mentioned in four inscriptions at Rome, two of which 
were found recently in the excavations of the shrine of 
Syrian gods on the Janiculnm.* From these inscriptions 

'The LatiD word angelus as an epithet for a pagan divinity ia tound 
odIj liere. Uenz«n {Ann. dell'Jnst. 188A, pp. 136 f.) thought its use due 
to ajncretism of Oriental religioiiB. Wolff (JroA. Zeit. IB67, col. &5) 
■aw the influence of Chaldean star worehip in the epithet. A more 
satisfactorj explanation ia given by Drexler b. v, Heliopolitsnus, 
BoBcher, who compareR it with the use of the Greek ^771X01 in dedi- 
cations to &d Ir^ler^ lal Oify i-nO^f. Cf. Bull, de Cor. BrM. 1881, 
p. 182; LcBas-Waddington, Ikbct. d'Asie Jfineure, 416. Here flyyiXot 
implies that the god is a hringer of good tidings. Cf. also Oruppe, 
OriBohiache Mytliologie tind Keliyiontgaichiohte, u. p. 1323, D. S. 

•These inscriptions are: 1) Qaionas' epitaph, CIL. vi 32318 (lO. xiv 
1512, Inter. Or. ad ree Rom. pert. i. 235) : 

D(ig) m(ambu8) 8(acrum) 

itBiSi Faiuvoi, «s xlan^p ^r ran 'Piiiili 

Kal Setweoti Kpelfat roW^ fitr* tiKppo^iri)i^ 

Kninax (sic) T(^ BatiiTtf t^ii&iv 6^i\btitrci. 

GaioDae animiila. 

2) CIL. VI 420 = 30784 {!G. siv 99,r>, Inacr. fir. ad re» Rom. perl, i 
TO). I. O. M. Heliopolitano Ko^ifiAS^i itSpt p<t[ri]\iic[u]T{iTv'] immrn 
[r^i] olimvii[irTit'] Imp. Caes. M. Aiir. Commodo Antonino Fio [Fe- 
Met Aug."] 8arni. Gennanic[o] trib. pot. x[i] imp. [viii. coa. V. 

p. p.] M. Antonius M. t. Ga[ionlaB Claue quip ciatiber 

dedic. V. c. [a. dccccjxxxix Imp. Commodo A|n1ton[i]no Pio Felice 
Aug- V. M'. Acilio Glabrione 11. coo. III. k. Dec. (188 a. d.) Oaionas' 
fuli name is given only here. 

3) A dedication found in the Villa Sciarra on the Jsniculum. first 
published by Gauckler. Compteg Rendm, ISOB, p. 625. (Cf. Nicole et 
Darier, M^l. 1908, p. 83) : Pro salute et reditu et victoria imperatorum 
Aug. Antonini et Com(m)odi Caes. Germanic, principis iuvent. Sar- 
matici Gaionas cistiber Augustorum d. d. Gauckler. U^l. 1000, p. 243, 
published bis version of the latter part of this almost illegible inscrip- 
tion, aa follows: lovi [opt(imo) maz(imo)] HeliopoUtuio a ... (vt) 
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it appears that Gbuonas was a STiian, and, judging from 
his devotion to Jupiter Heliopolitanus^ perhaps a native of 
Heliopolis. He was probably a merchant who had settled 
at Bome. There he was hwnyotcphrfi^ an office apparently 
connected with the sacred banquets of the Syrian gods in 
their shrine on the Janiculunou In time he was appointed 
cigtiber, that is, one of the quinque viri cis Tiberim, a minor 
office instituted about 200 b. c. which is rarely mentioned. 
Gtuonas, who seems to have been very proud of attaining 
this position, unimportant though it was, then made dedica- 
tions to the gods of his native city on behalf of the welfare 
of the emperors under whom he held office. He made one 
of these dedications at Portus between 177 and 180.* 

Jupiter Dolichenus. Two dedications to the god of 
Doliche were found at Portus : 22. lovi Dolicheno pro salute 
imp. L. Aeli Aureli Comodi Pii Felicis Aug. N. L. Bu- 

• • • • • • 

brius Maximus praef. eq. alae Hisp. s. votum solvi. This 
inscription is dated 191-192 by the form of Commodus' 
name. 110. [Adnuent]e imp. Caes. Com[modo Antonino] 
Pio Felice sacr(um) qu[od vov(erant) I(ovi) o(ptimo)] 
mCaximo) Dulic(€no) milit(es) cl(assis) [pr(aetoriae) 
Mis(enati8) cum esjsent Ostia sub [cura] ti lusti tr(ier- 

1. A, 8. [Apro] iienun, PoUione itenun coe. He suggests that the first 
words may have been lovi O. M. angelo Heliopolitano, as in the inscrip- 
tion from Portus. 

4) An inscription on a block which probably served as a cover of a 
Bri^avpSt in the sanctuary of the Syrian gods, found in the Villa Wurts, 
adjoining the Villa Sciarra; published by Gauckler, Bull. Com. 1907, 
p. 57. Cf. Hfllsen, Rom. Mitth. 1907, pp. 235 ff.: 

AefffjAt Swtat KpartfAt Oviul Beots vap[i]xoi 
6p B^i Ttuvwat BtvwvoKplrifi KSero. 

'It seems impossible to connect this inscription with a departure 
of the emperors from Portus. Marcus Aurelius and Commodus re- 
turned from the East in 176, when they landed at Brundisium. On 
August 3, 178 they left Rome for the second German expedition, and 
Marcus never returned. There is no evidence that they went by way 
of Portus, and in fact their use of this route is improbable. The 
emperors seem to have remained in Italy from 176 to 178. 
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arclii) VII. id . . . [Comjniodo Aug. V. cos. [euram agente] 
Ter(eiitioS) Prisco * {186 a. d.). Botli these inscriptiona 
date from the reign of Commodus who showed this cult 
special favor.'' It is apparent, however, that neither of 
these dedicatioDB waa made hj a permanent inhabitant of 
Ostia. 

Marnas. The following inscription, said to have heen 
found at Portus, seems to be the dedication of a statue of 
the emperor Gordian III, who had evidently shown special 
favor to the city of Gaza during his long stay in Syria: 10. 
XTV 926. ' K'faB^ Tii^i; ' AvroKparopa JLaio'apa M. 'Airrwi/iov 
TopSianov EufftySij E,6Tuj(fj "^e^aarov tov ffeotpiketnaToi' KO<r- 
fi^Kparopa t/ tto'Xi? r/ rSiv Ta^altov lepk koX acrfXov koX 
ovTo'co/ios, Tnajij [«*»'} evat^T]<;, Xafivp^ xal fieydXri, ef 
^vK [e] X [e] wreo)! tov irarplou Oeav tov eavriji! evepyeniu £iA 
Ti/9. KX. Ila-rrupiov itTincXTjTav tou Upov.'^ 

The tra.TpLO'i Oeot here mentioned is Marnaa, the chief god 
of Gaza. There is no evidence other than this inscription 
for the existence of this cult anywhere outside of the Orient, 
and even there the worship does not seem to be widespread." 
Preller infers from this inscription that there was a temple 
of Mamas at Portus." The fact that the inhabitants of 
Gaza chose to erect the statue of their benefactor at Portus 
rather than at Rome would be most readily explained by 
the existence of a Mamaeum at the former place. In that 
case Ti. Claudius Papirius may have been errt/itXijTj}! of 
the temple at Portus, though then we should naturally expect 
to find the words «" Udpr^ in the inscription," Ti, Clau- 

'This inscription is cited by Kan, De Jovi» Dolioheni Cultu, Disser- 
tktion, Groningen, 1901, p. 89, and by Cumant s. v, Doliobenui, Pnuly- 
WisBowa, aa from Ostia. The reBtoralians are Mommsen's. 

'Cf. Cuniont, I. c. 

'Inacr. (It, ad res Horn. pert. I. 387. 

• Cf. Drexler i. v. Marnas, Roscher. 

"Bow. Muthologie. u.' p. 309.* Cf. Drexler, I. e. col. 2382; Cumont, 
Oriental Religions in Roman Paganitm, p. 243, n. 16. 

"Cf. 10. XtT 014 Mtmipet tdO Ir Uiprif iapiinin. 
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dius Papirius is, however, more likely to be the name of fli 
citizen of Ostia than of a citizen of Oaza. Since the latter* 
city was a civitas foederata at the time of this inscription,*^ 
its inhabitants must have received citizenship under th» 
Edict of Caracalla. We should therefore expect to find its 
citizens bearing the name Aurelius, and not Tiberius Clau- 
dius, which is not found in the indices to the Greek and 
Latin inscriptions of Syria. Claudius occurs in the indices 
only four times, while Aurelius occurs thirty times. Fur- 
thermore the indices of inscriptions from Syria do not con- 
tain the name Papirius, whereas the name occurs in Ostia 
(1448). The evidence does not, however, justify any 
definite conclusion on this point. 

FestiTal of Halumas. A popular festival known as 
Maiumas which seems usually to have been accompanied 
by considerable licentiousness was celebrated in various parts 
of the Orient, notably at Antioch.*® Later emperors tried 
to control it, and at times forbade it entirely. Inasmuch 
as the harbor of Gaza was called Maiumas, which means 
* water of the sea,' Stark suggested that the celebration origi- 
nated there.*"* According to Suidas s. v. MaM)i;fta9, a festi- 
val of this name was held at Ostia : iravi/fyvpi^ fjyero iv t§ 
^VAim Karh rdv ^cuov fArjva, rrjv irapaKxov tcaraXafAfidvovr^ 
iriKiVj Tfiv Xeyofi^vrjv 'OariaVy oi rh irpSna rrf; 'PcD^ii/? 
rekovvT^ ^BinradMCP tjveixovroy iv roh daXarrloi^ vSaciv 

^ Cf. Inacr, Or. ad res Rom, pert, in 1212 (on a lead weight) Kokvwlat 
Tdtifi hrl 'Rpi&dov Aio^rrov. (on the Bide) U, Gagnat suggests that 
this inscription may he dated in the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Hadrian. He seems, however, to have overlooked the inscription from 
Portus which proves that Gaza was a oivitiu foederata in the time of 
Grordian III (238-244). It must have been made a colony later. 

"Cf. articles JfatunuM by Teuffel, Pauly, Real Enoyol,; Drezler, 
Roscher; Saglio, Daremberg and Saglio. Cf. also Bttchler, Revue dee 
ttudee Juives, xui, 1901, pp. 125 ff.; Clermont-Ganneau, Reotteil d^arch, 
orientale, iv. p. 339; Abel, Revue Bihlique, 1909, p. 598. 

^« Stark, Gaza, pp. 596-598, quoted by Drexler I. o. 
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«X\i}Xou$ e/iySaXXoiTCT, O0€v Kal Maiovftat 6 tij? ToiaiSrij? 
^^T^ xaipK uvo/ia^tTO. 

The connection of the featival with the month of May and 
■with Maia is obviously a mistaken effort to explain the 
etymology of the word Maiumas,^^ for it is known that the 
celebration at Antioeh took place in August. Teuffel,'* 
who is followed by Drexler, doubts whether such a festival 
was known at Oatia. After recalling the evidence for the 
games in honor of Castor and Pollux there, Tenffel adds: 
" Vielmehr scheint Suidas und dcr Glossator diese ludi 
Tiberini wegen ihrer Abnlichkeit mit einem syrischen Feste 
des Namens verwecbselt zu haben und von hier aus auf 
seine Ableitung des Wortes und auf die Datiemng in den 
Mai gefuhrt worden zu sein." 

It is, however, difficult to reconcile the unrestrained cele- 
bration described by Suidas with the festival in honor of 

Castor and Pollux, ubi populus Bomanus Casiorum 

celehrandorum causa egreditur sollemnitate iucunda.''^ More- 
over, in view of the fact that intercourse with Gaza is proved 
for the time of Gordian III,'* it seems not improbable that 
this Syrian festival was introduced at Oatia during the later 
empire. There is but very slight foundation for the un- 
qualified statement of A. J. Reinach:'* "La fete de 
Maioumas s'est introduite k Ostie avec les adorateurs du 



"Cf. bIbo the Basil icB gloBoea, cit«d bj Drexl«r, I. e. HauwtiSi hprii h 
tiiltg etc. and Joh. Lyd. De Mene. rt. 62. Lydus Ib trying to explain 

the etymology of Ifafui .- xari SI rir t^t ijiuaioXityias rpiwor t^v Marar ol 
reXXol ri Map ttm PoiXorrat ■ tal yip rapi ToU Sipoit t)'V^'»>'i<"«'" o*'" 
fr-t ml ivr t4 Muiy> wpaBuyaptifTai, il Kni tiijtoufH ri iSpeipipa taXiiaBat. 
ibid, IV 53. Lydus is explaining tliat there is apeoial danger of earth- 
qnakea in May : ti»ii1j-i» ofli- nori roEror t^ M«ra^ tcvt^ti t^» y^w 
tipaTciorTfi. f«i'ou/iJJ'«ii rJ iopTdf*!!' iroiiipiwir, H oB xaj fioiov/iaf. 
"L. c. 

" See discUHsion of Castor and Poltni. 
» Cf. 10. XIV 928. 

''Revue Arch. XV. IBIO, p. 40, n. 2. Cumont eeema to agree, cf. Ori- 
ental Religiang in Roman Paganiem, p. 243, n. 16. 
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port decreased greatly after the construction of the ports of 
Claudius and Trajan.'' 

The form of the teraple of Mithras or the Mitkreum is 
distinctive. Unlike the Greco-Roman temple which was 
simply the house of the god, the Mitkreum was a place 
where the faithful assembled to worship. The sanctuary 
was usually small, accommodating ordinarily about fifty 
people. Whenever the number of devotees exceeded the 
capacity of a Mitkreum, a new one was built. It was often 
an underground chamber and was regularly divided into 
three main parts. A central portion or choir, usually about 
two meters wide, where probably the priests alone were per- 
mitted, was flanked on either side by raised benches or 
podia, the inclined surfaces of which were a meter to a 
meter and a half in width. Here the faithful probably 
knelt during worship. At the further end of the sanctuary 
there was always a sculptured group representing Mithras 
slaying the bull (Mithras Tauroctonos).* 

At least six Mithrea are known to have existed at Ostia 
and Portus,° Only at Eome is there evidence for a larger 
number of shrines. Moreover the excellent preservation of 
the Mithrea, the Mithraic inscriptions, and the statues found 
at Ostia, and the early date of some of the monuments make 
the remains exceedingly valuable to students of the cult of 
Mithras, Probably the earliest Mitkreum known is the one 

•Cf. Dubois, op. cit. p. 153. 

•C(. Cumont, Textea et monuments figures relatifa aux myslirea de 
Mithra, 1. pp. 59 f. 

•Plutarch in his life of Pompey. c. 24, st»teB that Romiins wero 
initiated into the myateries of MitbraB bj Cilician pirates wlio bad 
been conquered by Pompey. C. L. TiBConti, Ann, deWlntl. 1884, p. 147, 
recalU Cicero's words (De Lege Manil. 12, 33) about tlie defeat of the 
Roman fleet by the pirates at Oatia and considers it probable that, 
after the bucccssful termination of the war. the ships gathered at Ostia. 
where the soldiers and sailors may have introduced the worship of 
Mithras. There is nothing to support this view. Subsequent researches 
have shown that the Persian god could liave liad very few devotees in 
the West before the end of the first century after Christ. 
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bly the oldest Mithreum in Ostia.* Its proximity to the 
temple of Magna Mater led Viaconti to the conclusion that 
it was not a Mithreum, but was a shrine of the Phrygian 
gods which was used for imtiations.*'* His view was not 
disputed until Comont showed that the sanctuary was a 
Mithreum. The figures of the mosaic pavement of the 
central part of the ahrine/' representing an old man with 
spade and scythe, a raven, a cock, a scorpion, a serpent, and 
a bull's head. Visconti tried to connect with Cybele and 
Attis. Cumont has shown, however, that the old man is 
probably Silvanus, who seema to have been identified with 
Drvdspa in the Mithraic religion,*^ and that the other 
figures of the mosaic are all well known in the cult of the 
Persian god. A beautiful head with a Phrygian cap found 
here, and now in the Lateran Museum, was thought by Vis- 
conti to represent Attis.'^ Cumont recognized in it a head 
of Mithras, probably from the group which stood at the end 
of the temple. The style of the head seems to date it in the 
time of Hadrian. A head of Sol, now in the Lateran, was 
also discovered in the Mithreum. 

'Cumont. Mon. 2^5, pp. 411 ff., d. p. 523. This shrine in listed bf 
Cumont amoDg Monuments douteux, although he seems not to doubt 
that it is a Mithreum. A plan of the temple ia given by Cumont, U. 
Fig. 346; De Marchi, II Culta privato di Roma antica, n. Tav. IV; Paa- 
chetto, op. cit. Fig. 100 (all after Mon. dtll'Inst. nil, Tav. lx.) 

" Ann. delt'tnsi, 186S, pp. 402 ff. ViBconti called the temple a aacrario 
metrooco and believed that it was used for initiations into the cult of 
the Phrygian goda. He oame to this conclusion the more readiljr 
because be believed that Mithras was worshiped in temples lilce those 
of other goda, as well as in the underground sanctuaries which were, 
he thought, for initiates only. De Marchi. op. dt. II. p. 153, doea not 
seem to know Cumont's discussion of thia shrine. Paachetto speaks of 
the shrine as a Mitbreum, op. cit. p. I6S. but on p. 3TS he expreaaea 
doubt as to whether it is or not. 

"Reproduced Afon. dell'Inat. I. c; Cumont n. Fig. 347; De Marchl, 
op. eit. Tav. v; Pagchetlo, op. cit. Fig. 110. 

"See discussion of Silvanus. 

" Mon. dell'lnst. I. o., Cumont, n. Figs. 348 and 490. Cf . also Benn- 
dorf and Schoenc, op. cU. no. 547; Helbig, Filhrtr, I. no. 717. 
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CmiKmt bdiefcs tkat the fmjLMUi of tkb MUkremm to 
the Metnmm indictrs m ckae eomcctke hecweoi the chIib 
of MagnA Mmter nd lEithnv tf Qnm. ladnl he thiiihs 
that the aoath wsD of the MiOkremm bht be a ooBtmnatkm 
of the north wsD of the Meirgum, mad Aat the two bnOdb^ 
were probAUj c umlm cted at the auie time. Further eii- 
deuce for the lelatioiiship of the tvo cnhs he finds in the 
inscription of a {nieit. appaiemhr of Mithras, diseoiered in 
the sekda of the demdro^pkcri adjoEninr the Mehrmm: 70. 
• . . d. d. M. CereDio HierooTmo patri ec saeerdoti soo. 
eoeqne antistes & & deo liben§ dicxii ^ With regaid to other 
infcriptions found in the wekclm, Cnmont adds: ** les dirinites 
dont ks noma sont mentMMines sor d^antres pierres f Virtus. 
IfaTK. Sihanos* Terra Mater) etaiat tontes hmiorees dans 
hi religion mithriaque, tandis qne tontes sanf la demiere, 
paraisKnt etrangeres anx niTsleres des dieox phnrgiens. ... 
I>eiix dca inscriptions des dendiophores sont datees des 
annees 142 et 143 ap. J. C. La c<Muecration dn mithrennu 
dont la presence permet senle de comprendre ees dedicaees, 
est done anterieore an milieu dn He siede, ce qm ooncorde 
hien aree Fepoqne assignee par M. Vuconti a la tete dn 
pretendn Attis.'' ** 

Although there was undonbtedlj a connection between the 
enks of Magna Mater and Mithras,^' the eridmce does not 




'^CosMBt, n. p. 418. TW issffiplioM reeordii^ gifts <if 
tkm dmdr^hoH (53, SS, 33, 70> mre listed bj CuKwt 
fflsertptioM. Cf. p. 47S, aos. 560s, b, e, d. cl 
iHls Winter is SS fogicsts to CnsMwt tkst there 
Oitis, M peHbsps st Cologae, ■jsteries for vonea relsted to the aijs- 
tsries of Mtthrss from whi^ vonn wetm to bsve beca cxdnded. CI 
dmwwt'f Bote, n. p. 476, oa laier. 57'tii. CosMNit docs sot »ciitioa 37, 
wbiHb nKOfds tke gift of s ststne of Attis to the emmmcfkari hj two 
pM^te besrisg the titles ^ier sad sMier. There seeaas to be no doubt 
thsi these titles wvre ased in the coH of Ksgas Ulster st Ostis, cL 
diMeamton of Ksgas Mster. Wissows, R^ifiom wmd JTsifss,* p. 369, 
B. 2, eonfoses the fsets sad ststes thst the iBscriptioai besriag the 
dsiss 142 sad 143 were foaad ia the Jftlhrsma. 

*Cf, CODoat, MptUriet, pp. Ml, pp. 1791 



justify Cumont's conclusion that the two traits were particu- 
larly closely related at Ostia. The proximity of the two 
temples proves nothing, for another Mithreum of Ostia was 
situated direclly behind four small temples with which it 
seems to have iio connection. It is by no means certain that 
the two temples were built at the same time. Furthermore, 
the occurrence of the title pater among the worshipers of 
Magna Mater at Ostia suggests the possibility that the pater 
et sacerdos whose inscription was found in the schola may 
have been a priest of Magna Mater.'* But even if the 
inscription is Mithraic — and the double title so often found 
in the cult of Mithras is in favor of this view — it may not 
have been placed in the schola originally. We have seen 
that some of the other inscriptions found there probably came 
from places near by. Moreover, there is no reason to believe 
that the dedication of statues of Virtus, Mars, and Silvanus 
to the dendrophori indicates a connection with the Persian 
god. We know that the dendrophori had special reason for 
honoring Silvanus.'^ Mars and Virtus, though they seem 
to have been identified with gods of the Persian Pantheon,'* 
are each mentioned only once in Mithraic inscriptions, if we 
may trust Cumont's indices. The epigraphical evidence for 
dating the Mithreum before 142 is then far from convincing, 
though the style of the head of Mithras and the character 
of the remains favor the date Curaont proposes. 

In excavations near the Torre Bovacciana in 18G0-1861 a 
Mithreum was discovered in the ruins of a building which 
is generally — without good reason — called the Palazzo Im- 
periale,'* In this building are extensive ruins of baths 
which have sometimes been thoiight to be the baths of Anto- 
ninus Pius, known to have been restored by the second P. 



" Se« diBcuHsioD of Magna Mater. 
" See ditcuasion o( Silvanus, 
•■ Cf. Ciimont, I. pp. 143, IBl, 
"Curaont, Mon. R3, Inacr. 131-133. 



Viaconti, Ann. lUU'Inat. 18S4, 



I 



pp. 147 ff. Tav. d. Agg. 
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Lucilius Gamala.^^ The date of a Mithraic inscription of 
the year 162 found here would be in accord with the identi- 
fication of the baths. A niche of the pronaos of the temple 
was adorned with a mosaic representation of Silvanus,^^ 
which is now in the Lateran Museum. In the black and 
white mosaic pavement of the central portion of the interior 
is written twice the inscription (66) : Soli invict. Mit d. d. 
L. Agrius Calendio. At the end of the sanctuary was an 
altar with the inscription (57) : C. Caelius Hermaeros 
antistes huius loci fecit sua pec. On each side of the central 
portion of the Mithreum there were bases which supported 
statues of the Mithraic torchbearers or dadophori?^ Simi- 
lar dadophori are represented in relief on the bases, on each 
of which occurs the inscription (68, 59) : C. Caelius Erme- 
ros antistes huius loci fecit sua pec On the left side of 
one of these bases is the consular date 162 a. d. Marble 
fragments of a head with a Phrygian cap and of a right 
hand holding a knife found here belonged to the group of 
Mithras Tauroctonos which stood originally at the end of the 
shrine.*^ 

One of the richest Mithrea of Ostia was the one discovered 
by the English painter Kobert Fagan in 1797.** Its exact 
location is not known, but it seems to have been near Torre 
Bovacciana. We are told that it was entered through a 
long narrow corridor, and that its form was in imitation of 
a natural grotto. At the entrance was found a group repre- 
senting Mithras Tauroctonos which is now in the Galleria 

^CIL, ny 376. For plan of the Mithreum cf. Mysteries, Fig. 16; 
Mil, 1911, PI. v; Paschetto, op. dt. Fig. 119. 

''See diflcuBsion of Silvanus. 

■Cumont, n. Fig. 72, 74; Mysteries, Fig. 18. 

'^Visconti, I, o,, p. 159. Another statue of a dadaphoros, now in the 
Lateran, seems also to have been found here. Cf. Paschetto, op. eii. 
p. 392, n. 3 ; Benndorf and Schoene, op. oit. n. 586. 

''CMmont, Mon. 79-81, Inscr. 137-139; Visconti, Ann. delVInst. 1864, 
p. 151; Zoega, Ahhandlunffen, Taf. t. n. 16, p. 146. 
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Lapidaria of the Vatican.^® On the base of this relief ia the 
inscription (64) : Sig. indeprehensivilis dei L. Sextiua Karna 
et G. Valerius Heraclea aacerdoa a, p. p. Within the shrine 
was fonnd a white marble statue of the Mithraic Kronoa, 
whieli is today at the entrance of the Vatican Library.*" 
The figure, which has a lion's head and four wings on which 
are represented the signs of the seasons, ia encircled six 
times by a serpent. On a projection of the base is the in- 
scription (65): C. Valerius Heracles pat, et C. Valerii 
Vitalis et Nicomes sacerdotea s. p. c. p. s. r, d. d. idi. Aug, 
imp. Com. VI et Septimiano cob (190 a. d.). A bas-relief 
representing a similar figure of a Mithraic Kronos was also 
found here.^' From this Mithreum probably came also the 
inscription (66): C. Valerius Heracles pat[e]r e[t] an- 
[tisjtes dei iu[h]enis inconrupti So[l]ia invicti Mithra[e 
c]ryptam palati conces8a[m] aibi a M. Aurelio. ..." 
A fragmentary baa-relief with Mithraic representatioiiB 

'Cumont. II. Fig. G7 ; Amelung, jSc. dea Vat. Mue. I. p. 276, GaU. 
Lapid. 144b, Taf. 30, 

"Cumont, II. Fig. 68, ct. VoL I, pp. 92-93; Mysteries, Fig. 20; Pa»- 
oiietto, op. oif. Fig. 34. 

"Cumont, II. Fig. 89; PsHchetto, op. Bit. Fig. lU. 

"De Rossi wished to restore a M. Aurelio [Commodo intonino Aug.] 
but DeBeau'a view that this M. Aurelius vaa perhaps a freedman or 
procurator of the emperor is much more probable. Carcopino. Hil. 1911, 
p. 210, notes that palatium would hardly be used of a private houB«, 
and that if this M. Aurelius was a procurator, the building of which 
the Mithreum was a part probably belonged to the emperor. He believe* 
the Mithreum to be identical with the one discovered in 1860-IS61 in 
the so-called Palazzo imperiale — " tnalgrt I'apparentc contradiction chro- 
nologique entre CIL. xiv 53-59 et CIL. nv 05." He notes that the 
latter MUhreum did not contain a Mithraic baa-retief. As stated above, 
however, fragments of such a bas-relief were found there. Cumont has 
also suggeated that the Mithrevm diacovered by Fagan may he identical 
with one mentioned by Visconti, Ann. deU'Inst. IBGS, p. 412, which 
could be seen " non molto lungi dai ruder! del teatro lungo una vik 
fatta tracciare per recarai dalla prima piazsa dell'antica cittft verso 
il coaidetto tempio di Giove." Cf. Cumont, n. p. 418, Mon. *20S bta. 
This iftlAreum is, however, connected by Paichetto (op. cit. p. 3S7) 
with the shrins found in 1802. 
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deseioSs dans le pavement du choour, marquaient Bans doute 
les stations oii le pretre e'arretait pour invoquer les planetes, 
figurees aur la paroi des banea." "^ 

A ahrine which is of the usual type of Mitkreum was 
uncovered in 1908 on the road which loada from the Via dei 
Sepolcri to the batha,^^ Here were found inscriptions to 
Jupiter Sabazia ^* and Numen Caelestis,^^ but no Mithraic 
inscriptions or sculptures. Vaglieri, believing that other 
Oriental cults may have had shrines similar to those of 
Mithras, suggests that this may be a Sabazeum. He points 
out that the cult of Mithras is known to have influenced that 
of Sahazis. But since there is no evidence that Sabazis was 
ever worshiped in a temple of this type, it seems more 
probable that the shrine is a Mithreum. 

An obscure inscription found near the theatre seems to 
refer to a restoration of a spelaeum or temple of Mithras. 
Cf. N8. 1910, pp. 186 f. Ma. Victori patri Aur. Cresces. 
Aug. lib, fratres ex speleo dilapso in meliori rest aura vit.^" 
Two other inscriptions found recently, both fragmentary, 
may be dedications to Mithras.^^ One of them bears the 
consular date 10? a. d. 

An inscription on an epistyle found at Ostia records the 



" Cumont, I. p. 63. 

■Vaglieri, Comptes rendus dea Bfancct de t'Aeadimie del In$oriptiona 
I e( Belles-Uttres, IQOO, pp. 184-191. 
"BS. IX 439. 

"Ibid. 436. Voglieri's BUggeation, I. c. p. 101, that the Numen 

L Caeleste (t| may be Mithraa cannot be eupported. Tbe epitbet oaeleiti* 

tma never to bave been applied t« Mithraa. See p. 03. 

** Vaglieri can hardly be correct in hie suggestion that this may refer 

I to the presentation of a statue of Mars to the fratret. for in that case 

I the inseription would have tieen worded differently. Mars was identified 

with a Persian god. Cf. Cumont, i. pp. 143 f. 

' EE. IX 441, 463. For another fragment of the second inscription 

N8. 1011, p. 283. Cf. also EE. ix 444 Guntas fecerunt de 

, pecuni[B. Vaglieri notes that the name Guntai ia found in a 
k Uithrsio inacription of Borne. 
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dedication of a statue of Ahriman, the Mithraio evil spirit." 
Cf. EE. :x 433; LJolliano Callinico patre [P]etroniui 
Felix Maraiis Signum Arimanium do, de. d. 

Although no Mithreum has been discovered at PortUB 
inscriptions found there indicate the existence of at least oni 
shrine."* A bronze tahlet bears an inscription of a prieB 
of Mithras: 403. Sex. Pompeio Sex. fil. Maximo sacerdot 
Solis invicti Mi, patri patrum qq. corp. treiect. togatensium 
aacerdotes Solis invicti Mi. ob amorem et merita eiiis. Sen; 
per habet. Above is represented a bust of Sol, on the rigb 
a patera, on the left a sacrificial knife. A marble vas 
found in the excavations of the Prince Torlonia bears th 
inscription (55): Invicto deo S[oU]. A head of Sol an 
a Mithraio dadophoros are represented on the vase. 28 
gives an Album sacrato[rum] or list of members of a rel 
giouB organization which is proved to be Mithraio by tl: 
titles pater and leo found in it. 
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Invictne Deus Sol. A fragmentary dedication was di»^ 

covered in the Via del teatro: EE. ix 440. [invicto] deo Soli' 
[omnipjotenti . . , o, eaelesti n[u]in[iiii p]raeaenti Fo[r]- 
tu[na]e Laribus Tut[ela]eque [sajc [Venera]ndiis. 

Sol and Luna. On a tile which was built into a wall at 
Portus is the inscription (4089.7) : Ex oficin. L. Aemilt 
luliani Solis et Lunae aacerd. Since there is no other evi- 
dence for a temple of Sol and Luna at Portus or at Ostia, 
lulianus may have been priest in some other place,' 



" Od Ahriman ct. Cumont, i. p. 139. 
- Cumont, 11. Mon. '85 Wh, Inacr. UO-142. 
*In 404, vhich is bo fragmeDt&r; that it ia i: 
vrordB in BolU n(un>«ro). 
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SABAZIS 



In a small shrine which was probably a Mithreum was 
discovered the inscription EE. ix 439 : L. Aemiliu[s. . . jensc 
ex imperio lovis Sabazi votum fecit. 



CAELESTIS 

In the same shrine where an inscription to Sabazis was 
found,* the following dedication came to light: EE. ix 436. 
Nnmini c[ae]lesti P. Clodius [Fl]avius Venera[n]dns ^ 
VI vir [A]ug. somno monitus fecit There seems to be no 
reason to doubt that this numen Caelestis ^ is the Dea Cae- 
lestis of Carthage, whose cult was fairly widespread. 
Yaglieri's suggestion that it refers to the Lydian Anaitis 
lacks support.^ Two other cases of numen Caelestis 
certainly refer to the Carthaginian goddess.^ 

^See p. 91. 

' Possibly the same man who set up EE. tk. 440, in which the epithet 
Caeleati is used of some god. 

*Vaglieri, Comptea rendus, 1909, p. 190, is probably wrong in taking 
Caeleatis as an adjective here, and reading numen oaeleate for the 
nominative form. Caeleatia seems to be in apposition to numen. 

*He would refer to Anaitis also the familiar inscription of the 
Capitoline, N8. 1S92, p. 407. Cf. Frftre, 8ur le eulte de Caeleeiia, Bev. 
Arch. X. 1907, p. 23. 

"0/L. vm S239; m 992, cf. 993. 



CONCLUSION 

The yarions points established by this stndj have been 
embodied in the discussions of the indiridnal colts. It 
remains by way of conclusion to indicate the colts of the 
colony which were honored with temples and shrines, and 
to point to the circumstances which produced the peculiar 
religious aspect of the colony. 

The temples known to have existed at Ostia and Portus 
are those of Vulcan, the Capitoline Triad, Castor and Pol- 
lux, Liber Pater, Venus, Fortuna, Ceres, Spes, the Grenius 
of the Colony, Eoma and Augustus, Magna Mater, Isis, and 
Sarapis. There were also shrines of Pater Tiberinus, of the 
emperors Vespasian, Titus, Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius, and 
Septimius Severus,^ and numerous shrines of Mithras. Of 
the temples, that of Sarapis and, probably, that of Liber 
Pater were at Portus; all the others seem to have been at 
Ostia. Certainly one shrine of Mithras was in Portus. 

The cult of Vulcan, of the Capitoline Triad, and of Castor 
and Pollux seem to have been established early in the history 
of Ostia. Vtdcan was probably worshiped in this region 
even before the foundation of the colony and must have 
remained for a long time the chief god of the city. Evi- 
dence for his preeminence is found in the fact that the 
pontifex of Ostia was called pontifex Volcani et aedium 
sacrarum. The Capitolium, where the great Etruscan 
Triad of the Capitoline Hill in Rome was worshiped, existed 
as early as the year 199 b. c. The fact that Ostia was a 
citizen colony probably accounts for the establishment of 
this cult, which was perhaps under the direction of the state. 
The cult of Castor and Pollux at Ostia — ^the only place where 

^ There was also a shrine of several emperors in the barracks of the 
vigilea, 
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CONCLUSION 



Dioekiiri are known to bave been worshiped as gods of 
the sea— was also a state cuH, established perhaps as earljf as 
the third century b. c. when Ostia first became a harbor of 
importance. An annual festival in honor of Castor and 
Pollux was celebrated by the Roman people at Ostia. 

There is little evidence to show when other temples were 
established. The temple of Roraa and Augustus was built 
during the lifetime of Augustus. The shrines of the indi- 
vidual emperors must have been built shortly after the death 
of each emperor. If Carcopino's very doubtful dating of 
CIL. XIV 375 be accepted, temples of Venus, Fortuna, Ceres, 
and Spes were built during the first years of the Empire, 
For the other cults there is no evidence that can be dat«d 
earlier than the second century after Christ. 

During the second and third centuries of our era — the 
period from which most of our evidence for the religion 
of Ostia dates — the Orient was exerting a strong influence 
on the religious life of the Romans." At Ostia this influ- 
ence is especially strong. It is seen in the early establish- 
ment and great prominence of the cult of the eraperora 
which had its origin in the East, as well as in the strei^h 
of the purely Eastern worships. The most important of 
these gods at Ostia were Magna Mater, Isis, and Mithras. 
The monuments of the cult of Magna Mat«r there are second 
only to those of Home in importance. Inscriptions give 
evidence for more devotees of Isis and the other EgjTitian 
gods at Ostia than at any other place. The earliest datable 
Miikreum is there, and more Mithrea have been found there 
than anywhere else except at Rome. 

The special importance of Eastern cults at Oatia at this 
time is not surprising in view of the fact that the city was 
then perhaps the world's greatest port.' Thither came mer- 



' See Carter, The fleHjjioM Life of Am 
'Cf. FloruB I. 1, 4. AncUB HarciUH 

fluminisque conflnio I'olonism poauit, 
animo futurum iil tolius mundi opet el 
urftis hospilio rccipcrcn (iir. 



Rome, chap. 3. 
- Ostiamque in ipBQ maris 
turn videliret praeeagiens 
tllo celut f 
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chants and mariners from the whole Mediterranean world. 
One would naturally expect to find in the port traces of the 
religious belief of these strangers, especially of those who 
came from the East. Both Oriental merchants and Bomans 
who traded in the East were apparently instrumental in 
spreading the picturesque religions of the East. Thus the 
Egyptians who manned the grain fleet from Alexandria 
established at Portus a splendid Sarapev/m modelled after 
the great temple at Alexandria. Here too traders from 
Oaza seem to have worshiped their native god Mamas, whose 
cult is not known elsewhere outside of the East. 

But the presence of merchants and sailors by no means 
adequately explains the relative importance of the religions 
of the port The Syrians, who formed the most important 
class of foreign merchants,^ had very few shrines at Ostia. 
In fact Ostia was so near Rome that many of the passing 
foreigners apparently preferred to perform their devotions 
in the capital city*^ where there were splendid temples of 
their native gods. This is probably the reason that at Ostia 
there are far fewer inscriptions of Syrian and Phoenician 
gods than at Puteoli, which was much farther from Rome. 
Furthermore the cults of Magna Mater and Mithras which 
flourished so vigorously at the port were not fostered 
preeminently by seafaring people, nor is it possible that 
they were introduced in the colony directly from the East. 
In fact Magna Mater had long been worshiped at Rome, 
and Mithras, too, if we may rely on inscriptional evidence, 
was worshiped at Rome before he was known at Ostia. It 
woidd seem then that the relatively great importance of the 
Oriental cults at Ostia, as compared with other Italian 
municipalities, is to be explained by the nature of the 

*Cf. Pftrvan, Die Naiiondliidi der Kaufleute im ronUachen Kaiser- 
reiohe, pp. 110 ff.; Bltiiimer^ R&miaohe PrivataliertUmer, p. S33. 

* There is definite evidence that this was the case with the Tyrians. 
Cf. 10, xiY 830. 
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population of tlip city rather than by the presence of passing 

strangorB. 

Now the special conditions and the time of Ostia'a growth 
best explain the nature of its population. During the 
Republic when the native cults were etill respected, the 
colony was still relatively small, and its inhabitants were 
probably not wealthy enough to build magnificent temples. 
When, owing to the harbor improvements of Claudius and 
Trajan, the city liegan to grow, the native Roman gods had 
lost much of their hold upon the people. This loss was due 
in part to the skepticism which had spread throughout Italy, 
but also to the fact that the native stock of Italy, which 
might have supported the purely Roman cults, had dwindled 
greatly. The thousands who came to find employment at 
the docks, warehouses, and shops of the growing port must 
have been very largely ex-slaves and descendants of slaves of 
Oriental stock. This class of people had practically gained 
control of Rome's retail business even before our era, and 
were now rivalling the Oriental merchants in Italy's foreign 
trade." Many of these people became members of the 
various collegia at Ostia, and often as dendrophori or 
Augustales obtained a position of importance in the 
community. 

The cults of Magna Mater and of Mithras, and, to a 
lesser extent, that of Isis were then chiefly supported at 
Ostia, as was regularly the case elsewhere, by freedmen or 
descendants of freedmen of Eastern origin. Even though 
many of them may have abandoned their native religions 
during their life as slaves, they were by nature more in- 
clined to the emotional cults of the East than to the more 
formal Roman worships. The great importance of these 
cults at Ostia is then to be attributed to the large proportion 
of such classes among the inhabitants of the colony. 

'Cf. P&rvan, op. oil. p. 39: Kuhn, Dt opifioam Romanorum condMime 
pW»o(o, DiHsertation, HbIIb, 1010; FriadlHnder, SiHengetehiohte Bomt. 
(.' p. 302, 
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These new religions did not entirely drive out the old.'' 
The chief priest of the colony still continued to be called 
pontifex of Vulcan, and he had jurisdiction even over the 
temples of the foreign gods. Throughout the second century 
Homan knights and decuriones continued to hold the old 
priestly titles of praetor and aedUis sacris Volcani faciundis, 
sodalis Arvlensis, sacerdos geni coloniae, flamen, and appar- 
ently were not numbered among the priests of the Oriental 
gods. Furthermore none of these priesthoods seem to have 
been held by priests of the Eastern gods. But as the v^or- 
shipers of these cults grew in position and in wealth, they 
also lent dignity to the religions which they fostered. 
Hence during the later empire among the priests of Isis at 
Ostia was a man of senatoiial rank. Thus the cults of the 
East which had long made a strong appeal to the masses 
became at last firmly established. 

* It is not improbable that the strength of the Eastern cults at Ostia 
reduced the number of votaries of Vulcan. Certainly that god retained 
nothing of the hold on the inhabitants that Fortuna Primigeneia did 
at Praeneste or Hercules Invictus at Tibur. 
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